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Compare

Contrast

Criticize

Interpret

Justify

COMMON INSTRUCTIONAL
VERBS ON ESSAY TESTS

Examine two or more objects, ideas,
poople, e, and noe  similandes and
differences.

Compare to highlight differences. Similar
to differeniate, distingrish.

Tudge and discuss merits and faults.

Similar to critigue.
Explain the nature or essential qualities.
Convey appearance, nahire, attribdtes, et

Consider or examine by argument,
comment, etc.; debate; explore solutions,

List various ewvents, things, descriptions,
ideas, e

Appraise the worh of an idea, oomment,
etc., and justify your conclusion.

Make the meaning of something clear,
plain, intelligible, and/or understandable,

Use specific examples or analogies to
explain

Give the meaning of =zomething by
paraphrase, by vtranslation, or by an
explanation based on pacsonal opinion.

Defend a  statement or conclusion,
Simdlar to supHoe. J
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Outlise

Prove

Relate

Trace

Recount the occurrénce of mme:h':ng;-\l
wsually by giving details of events in the
arder In which they oocurred. Similar o
deseribe, it onby applicable to $ome-
thing that happens in time.

Do oa g-s:nénal sheerch, account, OF repor,
indicating only the main features of a
book, subject, or project,

Establish the tuth or genuineness by
evidence or argument Similar o show),
explain, demonstrate, {In math, verify
validiry by mathematical demonstration.)

Give an account of events and/or ctrcum-
srances, usually to establish assocabon,
connections, or feladonships.

Survey a topic, occurrence, or ides,
generally but critically. Similar o -ﬂ'ﬁ:;ﬂ:bé'.
diveuss, illeseare,  odline,  SURMGQITIY,
frace Some test-makers may use these
words virtually interchangeably, although
one can find subtle differences in each

Present the facts concisely and clearly.
May be used interchangeably with rane,
list, indicats, idenslfy, oubmerala, ok

Seate in conclse form, omiming examples
and details.

Follow the course orf history of an
pocurrence, idea, etc.




