CHINESE DYNASTIES RESEARCH GUIDE
prepared by Ms.Bombino

Your job will be to find as many interesting facts about the Chinese Dynasty you have chosen.
This is an exciting project and there is a lot of information available. Where to start?

The Templeton Library site: https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/templeton/Teaching-and-
Learning/Learning-Commons-or-Library/Pages/default.aspx

Log on to VSB LIBRARY (library.vsb.bc.ca)

Note: If you access VSB LIBRARY through the School’s Library Website, you will not require
logins when you access the Databases. But you do need to login - in order to see the page with
all the Database icons.

Log in (top right-hand corner): your student number
Password(network password): Password used at a school computer

USEFUL DATABASES:

*  World Book Online — basic overview to guide you through your research
- Login information in your agenda books / Login: vsbstudent Password: vsbstudent
- Select “Advanced Search” option for higher level of information.

* GVRL (Gale Virtual Reference Library)
If you require a Login ...
Login: 39tm Password: library

- Select “History” from the side menu.

- Then scroll down the list until you find the resource:
Ancient Civilizations.
This is a 2 volume reference set. As the title suggests, it
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covers the “ancient” civilizations: Rome / Greece / China / : /Cumulative Ipgex
Incan / Mayan, etc. ¢ .g- ]

Ancient Civilizations
Reference Library
2000




VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY RESOURCES (vpl.ca)

You need a VPL card you also have access to a variety of Databases.
If you do not have a card, VPL is allowing temporary online applications.

How to search....
1) Visit the VPL page & click on the “Digital Library” Tab

\T“? / Accessibility Translate v~ Log In/ My VPL

Vancouver Public Library

Hours & Locations Borrowing v Digital Library « Booking & Facilities v Programs & Events v Ask Us v

2) Then select “Online Resources”.
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Vancouver Public Library

Hours & Locations Borrowing v Digital Library v Booking & Facilithgy Programs & Events v Ask Us v

EXPLORE OUR DIGITAL READ WATCH & LISTEN RESEARCH
LIBRARY Ebooks Digital Audiobooks Online Resources
Digital Newspapers Streaming Video Researcii Guiaes
Digital Magazines Streaming Music This Vancouver

Explore our digital library Local History Collections

Thousands of online
resources...

3) DO NOT search the catalogue ... scroll down, past the Digital Library intro.,
to the search “Name” box.

—

D Iglta | Libré ry DISCOVER YOUR DIGITAL

LIBRARY

Vancouver Pyplic Library subscribes to thousands of online books, audiobooks, What is your favourite
magazine agld newspaper articles, indexes, and other recreational and research dinner party topic?
resources gxplore our digital collections below, or try one of our research guides,
to point yhu in the right direction.

Find angenline resource by

Art and culture

Current events
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Type “History” in this box and enter for available resources.




The REFERENCE RESOURCE that appears is:

Ancient and Medieval History Online
Discover ancient and medieval civilizations through a rich selection
of articles, images, videos, timelines and more.

Access: Everywhere for VPL cardholders

Access now

Don’t let the title fool you. It is an excellent source of information on Chinese Dynasties.
To access you will need your VPL library card.

4) CLICK ON “ACCESS NOW” tab and LOG IN.

Your Login is: your 14 digit barcode number i.e. 21383...

Your PIN #: the last 4 digits of the phone number you have on file with VPL.

[If you do not have a valid library card, VPL is temporarily allowing online applications.
Now is a good time to get apply.]

Once you have logged in, press enter ... you will see a screen that tells you that you have
successfully signed in. Click on “Continue” to see the resource(s).

A Infobase

R . R More History Resources \ More Infobase Resourf
AnCIent and Medleval HlStOIy Access provided by:
Search m \f‘ ‘?

Home Browse Curriculum Tools ~ Search Options Sources Vancouver Public Library

Featured Primary Sources View All > Browse Resources

Maps and Charts

Primary Sources

Slideshow Overviews

Themes in Ancient History

Themes in Medieval History

¥ nth Sepsens

)il ]@]n«n\-.u-n}@» |

Select Religious Texts Select Works of Literature Legal Codes and
Constitutions TopicsAto Z

Timelines

\id <

5) NOW IT IS TIME TO SEARCH YOUR TOPIC.
General Search Terms: Chinese Dynasties
Specific Search Terms: The name of your Dynasty - Han ... Ming ... Qin ... Shang .. Song ... Sui
..Tang ... Zhou, etc. Note: Your Dynasty may have several spellings — try both.



A GENERAL SEARCH FOR “CHINESE DYNASTIES”

Note: You can search a general term like “Chinese Dynasties” will call up many encyclopedia
articles. Scroll down the list for all ... and pick the one you think will work for you.
You may have to look at a few before finding what you want.
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Scholars divide China's history into several periods, normally referred to as dynasties. The dynasties were the
families or sets of rulers who governed China during that period.

The rulers of the earliest periods are legendary or mythical; no evidence has yet been found to link them to real
people. Anthropologists and archaeologists have done considerable work to uncover information about these
periods, and it is possible that the historical record will one day extend to this period.

The Chinese dynasties are generally given as:

Legendary/Mythological Periods
Early mythical emperors include Shen Nong, Yan Di, Huang Di (the Yellow Emperor), Shac Hao, Gao Yang, and Di
Ku. (This period is sometimes described as lasting from 2953 to 2357 BCE. The dates are recorded in later annals.)

The Three Kings of the Golden Age are Yao, Shun, and Yu. (This period is sometimes described as lasting from
2347 to 2205 BCE. The dates are not historical, but they are recorded in later annals.)




SPECIFIC DYNASTY SEARCH / Example: “Song Dynasty”

Tip: Always include the word “dynasty” in your search... with the name of your specific dynasty.
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Song Yu

Biography
The nephew of the poet Qu Yuan, Seng Yu was an official at the Zhou (Chou) dynasty's court and an influential poet. Little else is Book Chapter
known concerning his life. Song Yu is historically credited with a number of compositions. Some of those credits, however, are P
certainly mistaken, others are in doub... Definition
Saveto Folder | Biography | fl. ca.290 BCE-d. 223 BCE | Source: Encyclopedia of Ancient Literature, Second Edition Encyclopedia Entry
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Song dynasty

The Song dyn&sty (960-1279) was founded by Zhao Kuangyin (Chao K'uang-yin), r. 960-976, and is known posthumously as Song
Taizu (Song T'dgtsu) or Grand Ancestor of Song. After the fall of the Tang (T'ang) dynasty in 907 China had been divided with the
northern part rlled by a succession o...
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The Song dynasty (960-1279) was founded by Zhao Kuangyin (Chao K'uang-yin), r. 960-976, and is known
posthumously as Song Taizu (Song T'ai-tsu) or Grand Ancestor of Song. After the fall of the Tang (T'ang) dynasty
in 907 China had been divided with the northern part ruled by a succession of short-lived regimes called the Five
Dynasties of China, while southern China was divided between 10 province-sized minor ruling houses. Zhao
Kuangyin was an important general serving the last of the Five Dynasties, the Later Zhou. He became emperor as
a result of a mutiny conducted by his troops. Fearful that the same soldiers and their officers could depose him
as easily as they had raised him to the throne, he immediately set out to persuade the leading generals to retire
on generous pensions, replacing them with junior officers loyal to him. In forming his new government Taizu

made the military subordinate to civilians and rotated commanders and garrisons to discourage the formation of

See a Term or Vocabulary word you do not know?
Use an online dictionary to look it up ...

Example: Cambridge English Dictionary: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/

Happy Research! If you have any problems accessing these resources, email gbombino@vsb.bc.ca



