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Thunderbird Families, 
 
Welcome back to the new school year for 2023-2024! I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable summer break with your friends and 
family. We are excited to welcome back our returning students and families and extend a warm welcome to our newest members of 
the Thunderbird school community next Tuesday. 
 
Like last year, I will strive to send a weekly email on the last school day in session of the week, which is usually Friday. These emails 
will contain important information relevant to your child's experience here at Thunderbird, so I encourage you to read them 
regularly. 
 
The start of the school year for students in Grades 1 to 7 will be on Tuesday, September 5, 2023, from 9:00 to 10:00 am. Please note 
that this will be a short day. During the first week, returning students will attend their classes from the previous year, while new 
students should report to the office. New students will be placed within their grade level until new classes are finalized. 
 
Our regular schedule will begin on Wednesday, September 6, 2023, starting at 9:00 am and ending at 3:03 pm. 
Families with kindergarten students have already been contacted by their teacher. Please refer to the separate schedule provided 
for kindergarten. 
 
For those students who will not be returning to Thunderbird this year, kindly send us an email to inform us of this change. 
 
Please note that students will follow the same process for entering and exiting the school as they did last year. Parents and 
guardians are kindly asked not to line up with their children. Instead, children can wait with their families in the school yard until 
their teacher comes to gather the class in their line. 
 
Remember that entering the school is accessible to parents and guardians by appointment only. To ensure the safety of our 
students, adults who are not staff members should enter through the main office off Cassiar Street and sign in with reception. 
 
The hot lunch and breakfast programs for students will resume on Wednesday, September 6th. The lunch program will cost $6.00 
per day, with subsidies available. You will receive an enrollment form and menu during the first week of school. The breakfast 
program is free for all students and their families and will start at 8:15 am. Please enter through the primary under covered area on 
the southwest side of the school. 
 
When packing lunches and recess snacks from home, please make sure they are easy for children to handle, including opening and 
cleaning up after themselves. 
 
Here is the bell schedule for the 2023-2024 school year: 
 

• Welcome bell: 8:55 am 

• Beginning bell: 9:00 am 

• Recess: 10:40 – 11:00 am 

• Lunch: 12:10 – 12:57 pm 

• End of day: 3:03 pm 
 

It's crucial to arrange for prompt student pick-up at the end of the school day to ensure student safety. 
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During recess and lunch, students will be outside regardless of the weather. Please have students dress accordingly and consider 
sending umbrellas for rainy days. Also, pack an extra set of clothes in case of accidents. 
 
I'd like to take a moment to address student placement. Our team takes the student placement process seriously and spends a 
significant amount of time reviewing placements before finalizing classes. The assignment of students to classes is a collaborative 
decision made by a team of professionals, including the current teacher, Resource Teacher, School Counsellor, and School Principal. 
Various factors are considered in this process, such as program needs, maturity, learning styles, academic balance, and more. Please 
understand that this is a complex process, and while we try our best to accommodate preferences, it's not always possible to place 
all students with their preferred teachers or friends. Your support in helping your child understand this is greatly appreciated. 
 
For classes with combined grade levels, rest assured that the curriculum prescribed by the Ministry of Education for each grade will 
be taught. Research has shown that combined classes can be just as successful for student learning as single-grade classes. 
 
If your child is disappointed with their class placement, please acknowledge their feelings and provide perspective. While initial 
disappointment is natural, most students adjust positively over time as they get to know their new teacher and peers. 
 
Looking forward to a wonderful school year ahead! 
 
Brad Toews (pronounced TAVES)  
Principal 
 
"Fools have a habit of believing that everything written by a famous author is admirable. For my part, I read only to please myself 
and like only what suits my taste." - Voltaire 
 

 

Important Dates 
• Monday, September 4, 2023: Statutory Holiday – No School 

• Tuesday, September 5, 2023: First Day for Students (9:00-10:00 am, One Hour Only) 

• Wednesday, September 6, 2023: First Full Day for students, Lunch Program Begins 

• Wednesday, September 13, 2023: PAC Meeting @ 6:00 pm – in the library 

• Thursday, September 14, 2023: First full day for kindergarten students 

• Friday, September 15, 2023: Individual Student Photos 

• Friday, September 22, 2023: Professional Development Day – No school for students 

• Friday, September 29, 2023: Orange Shirt Day 

• Monday, October 2, 2023: National Day for Truth and Reconciliation – No school 

• Friday, October 6, 2023: Thunderbird Terry Fox Run 
 

Safe Arrival 
If your child will be absent or late, please call 604-713-5159 Ext. 81 or Email tbrdattendance@vsb.bc.ca by 9:00 AM.  
Please do not call the school office. 
 

School Cash Online – Student Payment System 
Please take five minutes to register, even if your preference is to pay in cash.  
Visit https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com. Then click “Register”.  You will need your child’s usual first name, last name, and birth date 
to register.  An email will be sent to you from school cash online. Please open email and click the link provided to confirm and 
complete registration. 

School Fees 
The School Supply Fee for 2023-2024 will be $35 per student.  This fee covers basic consumable school supplies used for students’ 
personal use such as paper, writing tools, glue, erasers, exercise books and art supplies.  Supplies are provided for the full year.  
Parents do not have to purchase supplies.  The agenda fee for Grade 3-7 students will be $6 and Jump Math workbooks (2) will be 
$24, if applicable. 
 

https://orangeshirtday.org/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/national-day-truth-reconciliation.html
https://terryfox.org/terry-fox-run/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw0bunBhD9ARIsAAZl0E1WwYl_cQrTqBTIYn35onKUdTqTX4ZO5P0uk4wK2m9UQuIHBkZdA6MaAmM-EALw_wcB
mailto:tbrdattendance@vsb.bc.ca
https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/

