
GRADE 8 FAMILY 
INFORMATION 
SESSION

August 27, 2025 ● 10 AM



INDIGENOUS 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

With deep gratitude and respect, we 
are honoured to be learning and 
unlearning on the ancestral and 
unceded lands of the xʷməθkʷəy ̓əm
(Musqueam Nation), 
Sḵwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish 
Nation) & səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh 
Nation).



Janet Thompson

Vice Principal
Gr 8, 10

Roberto Moro 

Principal
Gr 12

David Cacchioni

Vice Principal
Gr 9, 11

Leanne Hagglund

Grade 8 Counsellor

Kim Kwan

School Resource Teacher

Grade 8 TEAM



SHAPE OF THE DAY

10:00 AM

Introductions

10:15 AM

3 Small group sessions – by 
colour (~20 mins)

11:30 AM

Tour the building

11:55 AM

Optional Q&A in the auditorium

12:30 AM

Lunch in Cafeteria/Garden 
provided by Fresh Roots

Summit Students will be meeting at 1:00 pm with Mrs. Sanderson & Ms. Lee (406)



SMALL GROUP SESSIONS

The small group sessions are designed to get meaningful 
information while seeing the school – your information session 
cover sheet colour determines your group.

Blue Group

Auditorium

Library

Cafeteria

Orange Group

Cafeteria

Auditorium

Library

Pink Group

Library

Cafeteria

Auditorium

Auditorium - Transitioning to Highschool – Ms. Thompson & Ms. Leanne
Library - Staying Connected – Mr. Cacchioni & Mr. Waisberg
Cafeteria - Getting Involved – Mr. van Iersel & Ms. Ross



MEET BACK HERE (OPTIONAL)

FOR QUESTIONS AT..

11:55 – 12:15 PM – Optional Q&A in 
the auditorium



DEVELOPING 
SELF–ADVOCACY 
AT VAN TECH AND 
BEYOND



CONNECTING WITH 
COUNSELLOR

Leanne Hagglund 

lhagglund@vsb.bc.ca

604 713 8215

mailto:lhagglund@vsb.bc.ca


FAMILY NIGHT EVENTS



ADDITIONAL 
INFO
• Lockers

• Course Changes

• Lunch Cards

• Understanding 

Schedules



FRESH ROOTS

Sustainable Farming, Experiential 

Learning, and Youth Leadership

Flower Draw 

Stage Left K 4 

Centre section: C 104

Centre section: G 114



SMALL GROUP SESSIONS

The small group sessions are designed to get meaningful 
information while seeing the school – your information session 
cover sheet colour determines your group

Blue Group

Auditorium

Library

Cafeteria

Orange Group

Cafeteria

Auditorium

Library

Pink Group

Library

Cafeteria

Auditorium

Auditorium - Transitioning to Highschool – Ms. Thompson & Ms. Leanne
Library - Staying Connected – Mr. Cacchioni & Mr. Waisberg
Cafeteria - Getting Involved – Mr. van Iersel & Ms. Ross





TRANSITIONING TO HIGHSCHOOL

This Photo by Unknown Author is  licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://kb.rspca.org.au/knowledge-base/how-should-i-care-for-my-pets-during-fireworks-displays/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/




WHAT WILL THE FIRST WEEK LOOK 
LIKE?

TUES SEPT 2 WED SEPT 3 THURS SEPT 4 FRI SEPT 5

Grade 

Assemblies

Auditorium

1pm: Grade 8
1 hour +

Locker

Lock

Timetable

First Full day of 

instruction

Grade 8 Agenda

(map, bell schedule) 

distribution in P1

Full day of 

instruction

Photo Day
Yearbook/Student ID

Full day of 

instruction

Gr 8 Assembly FIT

Auditorium

8:40



A LOOK AT A GRADE 8 SCHEDULE...



WHAT WILL THE FIRST WEEK LOOK 
LIKE?

TUES SEPT 2 WED SEPT 3 THURS SEPT 4 FRI SEPT 5

Grade 

Assemblies

1pm: Grade 8
(Auditorium)

60 – 90 mins. Locker &  

timetable distribution.

$18 locker fee

First Full day of 

Instruction
Agenda

Forms X2

Full day of 

Instruction

Photo Day
Yearbook/Student ID

Full day of 

Instruction

Gr 8 FIT 

Assembly (8:40)



SEMESTER SCHEDULE & 
DAY IN THE LIFE OF A GRADE 8



FLEXIBLE INSTRUCTIONAL TIME 
“FIT”

Flexible Instructional Time
• 40 minutes Monday & Friday mornings (8:40 to 9:20), and 

Tuesday & Thursday afternoons (1:20 to 2:00)  
• Designed to support personalized student learning choices & 

provides flexible learning environments

Some examples of how FIT is used:
• Enriched & learning support for individuals or small groups
• Opportunities for students to collaborate with peers
• Cross curricular and/or project-based inquiry
• Development & presentation of capstone projects
• Grade-wide assemblies & experience days



BELL SCHEDULE

M,F

• AM "FIT" block 40 mins

• AM 60 min classes, 5 min 

break

• PM 80 min classes, 10 min 

break

W (no "FIT")

• AM & PM 80 min classes, 10 

min break

T, Th

• AM 80 min classes, 10 min 

break

• PM 60 min classes, 5 min 

break

• PM "FIT" block 40 mins



BELL SCHEDULE

M,F

• AM "FIT" block 40 mins

• AM 60 min classes, 5 min 

break

• PM 80 min classes, 10 min 

break



BELL SCHEDULE

T, Th

• AM 80 min classes, 10 min 

break

• PM 60 min classes, 5 min 

break

• PM "FIT" block 40 mins



BELL SCHEDULE

W (no "FIT")

• AM & PM 80 min classes, 10 

min break



CONTACTS FOR GR 8 FAMILIES



SO MANY 
QUESTIONS…
Who do I contact with questions/concerns 

about….?

…content, progress, learning in a course Classroom Teachers

…registration for next year’s courses Grade Counsellor

…graduation requirements Grade Counsellor

…support for my child with learning needs Program Case Manager/School Based 
Resource Teacher (SBRT)

…support for my child with social emotional 
needs

Grade Counsellor; Youth & Family Worker

…support for technology Grade Counsellor

…support for family around food security Grade Counsellor; Youth & Family Worker

…support for Indigenous learners Indigenous Education Team

…support for substance use/misuse Grade Counsellor & Supporting and 
Connecting Youth (SACY) Engagement & 
Prevention Worker

… inquires of Athletic Teams Athletic Director

… support for transition to grade 8 Community School Team Coordinator

…support for language interpretation Grade Counsellor

… inquires about French Immersion Program French Immersion Department Head

… inquires about French Placement Exam Modern Languages Department Head

…support for English Language Learners (ELL) Classroom Teacher or ELL Department Head

…support for International Program students International Student Advisor

… student registration packages Student Records Clerk

…student transcripts Student Records Clerk

…student MyEd password assistance Office, Grade Administrator

…student VSB password assistance (TEAMS) Classroom Teacher; Grade Counsellor

…general inquiries about school procedures Administrative Assistant, Grade Counsellor



SOLVING A PROBLEM 
AT SCHOOL





STAYING CONNECTED

August 27th, 2025





TECHNOLOGY 
TOOLS



MICROSOFT TEAMS 
& OFFICE 365



MYED

-My Education BC or “MyEd” is a Student Family 
Portal  where families can access their child's 
educational information.

•This is where Learning Updates will be posted and stored

•Attendance

•Schedule

•Course Selection



- This is a SHARED account between student/families

MYED

Temporary password, 
Dist$2026 (case sensitive).

Student Number



MYED



REPORTING 





HOW TO STAY CONNECTED TO US 

 https://www.vsb.bc.ca/vancouver-technical

    @vantechsec

    Vancouver Technical Secondary

(Used sometimes for student life).

VT Athletics and most clubs have active

Instagram accounts.

                                         Most Important...  Keep an eye for newsletters!





GETTING INVOLVED 
IN HIGH SCHOOL

August 27th, 2025



WHAT CAN 
OUR 
STUDENTS 
ACCESS?

Breakfast Club & BASE Space

Sports – Aquatics, Cross Country, Field 
Hockey (Girls), Rugby (Boys), Soccer 
(Boys), Volleyball (Girls) all start in the 
first month. Three "seasons" per year.

Clubs – Clubs day end of 
September/early October.

Getting involved is the best way to 
help guarantee a good start. 
Connection is everything.



MANAGING HOMEWORK

• Build ‘Learning Behaviours’ or habits and focus less on hours 

logged.

• Use routines and model what studying/working is for your kid.

• Let your kid make choices within a pre-determined structure.

• Teach your kid how to do informal check-in’s with teachers and 

then talk to them about it.



STAYING 
CONNECTED 
BUT NOT 
SMOTHERING

Statistically 
speaking, you're 
never going to feel as 
underappreciated as 
you will with a 
teenager.

Teenagers are searching 
for independence. 
#obviousfacts

Your job is to help them 
experience this WITH 
them in a supportive 
environment. You're 
the social safety net.



PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

In High School, the PAC looks a lot different than elementary...

1. Deciding on school PAC funds to give out.

2. Learning about what's happening in the school.

3. Presentations from school or community people sometimes.

4. AGM Wed, Sept 24 @7:00 pm, in the library. Tues/Wed 

alternating.



HOW TO STAY CONNECTED TO US 

 https://www.vsb.bc.ca/vancouver-technical

    @vantechsec

    Vancouver Technical Secondary

(Used sometimes for student life).

VT Athletics and most clubs have active

Instagram accounts.

                                         Most Important...  Keep an eye for newsletters!



QUESTIONS
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