
Windermere Secondary School
Welcome!

Grade 8 Course Planning Night



With deep gra,tude and respect, we are honoured to be learning and 
unlearning on the ancestral and unceded lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Sḵwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish Na,on) & səlilwətaɬ 
(Tsleil-Waututh Na,on).



Introduc)ons

Counsellor: Barbara Ng
Vice Principal: Mr. Pospisil

Principal: Mr. Alec MacInnes



Importance of Course Planning

• Tells the school which courses to run
• Choose wisely for post secondary institutions entrance and 

specific program requirements
• Complete myEd registration and paper course selection form 

by February 26th
• Once the timetable is set in the Spring, it may be difficult to 

change courses because either the course is full or the course 
does not fit with the other courses you have selected. 



Course Planning Timeline
• Thursday January 25th – Grade Assemblies
• Tuesday February 13th – Parent Course Planning Night
• Tue Feb 13th to Fri Feb 23rd – Grade 8 & 9 Course Registration 

in Library

MyED Registration Open – Tues Feb 13 to Mon Feb 26th 







GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS



COURSE 
OFFERINGS AND 
REQUIREMENTS

Course & program 
Guide available on 
Windermere Website

Semester System 







Logging onto My Ed

• Download Report Card

• View Course Timetable

• Teachers may post marks

• View Attendance

• Register for Sept 2024 courses



Registration Instructions



MyEduca5on BC  -  Course Selec5on

Read these Instruc.ons 



MyEduca5on BC  -  Course Selec5on



MyEducation BC  -  Course Selection

Important Note:

For Grade 10-12 students, Math, 
Science, Languages, PE etc can all 
be electives. 

If you can’t find the course you 
are looking for in “Electives”, 
check the other Subject Areas



MyEduca5on BC  -  ALTERNATE SELECTION

- Follow instrucMons for entering alternates
- You will need to enter “Course Code”
-Use the course code list on website



Course Selec5on – Key Points

- Not all courses that are offered on the course 
planning guide will run next year.

- Be sure to select courses that meet graduation 
requirements (next year’s grade 10-12 students)

- Select courses in line with any post secondary or 
career plans.

- Select no more than 8 on-timetable courses
- Select electives. Note: Math, Science, English, PHE, 

Socials, Language & others can also be electives.
- You will be sent home with a paper ‘Course Request 

Form’. Please complete it with your 
parent(s)/guardian(s), who must sign it. You need to 
return the form by Monday February 26th. 

- Please select alternate courses on the Course 
Request Form, even if you selected them on 
myEducation BC. 



Student/Parent/Guardian’s Responsibility

Inves&gate interests Research courses 
available/required

Select courses that 
meet both: 

High School 
Graduation 
requirements; and 

Post secondary 
entrance and specific 
program requirements



Mandatory Courses for Grade 9

English 9 Social Studies 
9

Science 9 PE 9

Math 9



Electives
• French 9
• Spanish 9
• Mandarin 9 
• Academic Strategies 9
• Art 9
• Drama 9
• Choir 9
• Chamber Choir 9 (only for those 

invited by Ms. Lee)

• Entrepreneurship and Marketing 
9
• Information and 

Communications Technology 9
• Food Studies 9
• Textiles 9
• Electronics and Robotics 9
• Power Technology 9
• Woodwork 9
• Concert Band Beginners 9
• Concert Band Intermediate 9
• Concert Band Advanced 9
• Orchestral Strings 9 
• Junior Jazz Band 9 



Language Anyone?
-Why do you want to take a language? 
-Not mandatory to take a language to 
graduate from high school. 
-However, it is required to apply for 
UBC.
-Introductory Language Language 11 is 
sufficient for SFU application
-Language Course Challenge



EMB 9 Program (Early Mandarin Bilingual Program)

Science 9
English 9
SS 9
PE 9
Math 9
EMB 9
EMB Communica;on 9
+ One Other Elec;ve



Leadership 9 Program

Science 9
English Studies 9 
(Leadership)
Math 9 
SS 9 (Leadership)
PHE 9 (Leadership)
Ecology (Leadership)
Language or Elec<ve
Elec<ve



LSP Program

English 9 LSP
Social Studies 9 LSP
Math 9 LSP
Science 9 LSP 
Academic Strategies 9
PE 9
Elective
Elective



Regular 9 Program

Science 9
Math 9

English 9
SS 9
PE 9

Language or Elec;ve
Elec;ve 
Elec;ve



Future Visioning

After High School, then what ….. ?

Ms. Phillips



University Post-
Secondary 

Studies: 

A great path if 
you love school

• Typically starts with a 4 year program for an 
undergraduate ”bachelors” degree

• May do a 2 year Masters degree aWerward

• May do a mulX-year PHD aWerward

• May do a mulX-year professional program aWerward 
(such as medicine, law or architecture)

Sample Undergraduate degrees
• Bachelor of Science Degree
• Bachelor of Arts Degree
• Bachelor of Commerce Degree
• Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree



College Studies

A great path if 
you want a 

shorter 
program of 

study in a 
specific area, or 
a good place to 

start…

• Can do a certificate, a diploma or a degree

• Each program takes a different amount of time: 
6months, 1 year, 2 years, 4 years

• Can often transfer towards a university degree

Sample College programs
• Medical Office  Assistant (6 months)

• Hospitality Management Diploma (2 years)

• Dental Hygiene Diploma (2 years)
• Nursing Degree (BScN, 3 years) 



Apprenticeship:

A great path if 
you want to 

work and earn 
money right 

away and also 
work toward a 

red seal 
certification

• Typically about 4 years
• Often work for several months and then study for several 

weeks and then work again and study again….
• Apprentices are paid for work, and their pay increases 

after every study session is completed
• Apprenticeships lead to a “Red Seal” certification which 

is roughly equivalent to a Bachelors degree 
• A BC Red Seal is recognized Internationally
• There is high demand for these skill sets
• Pay tends to be really good
• Can lead to management roles in each sector

Sample Apprentice programs:
• Construction Trades (electrical, plumbing, carpentry)
• Transportation Trades (autobody, auto mechanics, etc.)



VSB Career 
Programs

A great path if 
you want to 

start your 
career early

• VSB Career Programs can help set up apprenXceships

• VSB Career Programs will pay for part of your college 
studies while you are with the program

• Can earn dual credits: work towards your diploma or Red 
Seal at the same Xme as earning High School credits 
toward graduaXon

• Can finish your secondary studies aWer grade 11 if you go 
through VSB Career Programs and if you plan your 
courses with this intenXon



Secondary 
School 

Graduation 
Options

• Can complete Secondary School after grade 11 and go 
into VSB Career Programs

• Can complete Secondary School after first semester of 
grade 12 and go on to work or travel or post secondary 
studies if you pass all your courses every year – unless 
you are going on to university studies that require more 
senior courses (such as science and engineering)

• Can complete Secondary School after second semester 
of grade 12, as is most common, and go on to whichever 
path you choose

• Can complete Secondary School at Adult Education if you 
need some extra courses and extra time



The Point:
You have lots 

of good 
choices

So start giving all this some thought:

• Think about your vision for the life you want to live
• Think about what you love to do and how you want to bring 

the things you love into your life
• Think about what you are good at
• Think about how much of your meaning, purpose and joy 

you expect to get from your work
• Think about how much of your meaning purpose and joy 

you expect to get outside of work – family, community, 
recrea?on

• Think about how you plan to build the life you want, how 
you will get the support you need to do it and who you can 
ask for help 

• Think about how much income you will need to live the life 
you want 

• Course planning ?me is a good ?me to pause and reflect, 
and to consider where to start your journey





Thank You !


