Van Tech PAC Meeting Minutes
Tuesday October 27, 2026

In attendance:
PAC Executives: Lindsie Tomlinson (Chair), Assa Sabouhi (Vice-Chair), Julie Cole (Treasurer), Pam Dean (Secretary), Kelly Hamilton & Arvind Ghataurah (members at large)
PAC Members: Van Tech Parents/Caregivers & family members, in person and online
Van Tech Staff: Roberto Moro (Principal); Leanne Hagglund (Van Tech teacher rep)

Meeting start 7:02pm

1. Welcome and introduction by Lindsie Tomlinson, PAC chair
With deep gratitude and respect, we are honoured to be learning and unlearning on the ancestral and unceded lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwxwú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish Nation) & səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh Nation).

2. Accept minutes from last meeting, Sept 2026
· Motioned by Kelly, seconded and accepted.

3. Principal’s Report – Roberto Moro
· School Cash Online fees – VSB has reversed its decision to pass on transaction fees to families. Those transaction fees already paid will be reimbursed. If you see a new item in your account with a fee, it should be removed soon and then you should see it again in your account without a fee. Reimbursements and adjustments starting this week.
· Caregiver-Teacher conferences this Thursday Oct 29. Sometimes spots fill up very quickly but you can join the waitlist or contact the teacher directly with any concerns. There may be some walk-in availability – see the Leadership students who will be there to let you know which teachers have any last-minute openings. Counsellors are also in attendance.
· Grad Committee Fundraising – it is easy to return empty beverage containers to Return-It locations and having the funds go directly to the Grad Committee. For details see the website: https://www.vsb.bc.ca/vancouver-technical/fundraisers-and-donation
· Noted that our old Donald’s market fundraising information is still on the website. This is outdated and needs to be taken down. We will do another fundraiser later this year.

Questions around graduation information: There will be more information coming and a family info night will be planned; grad ceremony June 15 at the Orpheum; prom is penciled in for Friday June 11 at Hotel Vancouver
Scholarships: info on Teams; these are external ones with deadlines as early as mid-Oct. Internal (VanTech) ones are in the spring.

Mr Moro is always happy to address concerns by email or phone from parents.


4. Teacher representative update – Leanne Hagglund (school counsellor)
· An email will be sent around soon to let everyone know about a new family event happening next month. On Wed Nov 25, there will be another viewing of a movie in the Screenagers series. This one is ‘Screenagers: Generation AI’ and will discuss issues around teens and AI and effects on mental health. 60 min video viewing followed by discussion. Event for teens and parents. 
· Important to have events like this that talk about common struggles so families know that they are not the only ones dealing with these issues
· Idea – does PAC want to organize something for families in the spring; could be an information session or could be something with teens and parents but more social (bingo night or trivia night)
· Savoy from the Family Stream of SACY (Supporting and Connecting Youth) organization is wondering if there is interest in their Building Bridges workshop; plan to discuss at the next PAC meeting in November

5. Financial update – Julie Cole
· We received the new gaming grant money for this year: $31,060
· Plus funds leftover from last year, we have $37,833 to be allocated this year
· We plan to allocate only half of that tonight ($18,916) and keep the other half for semester 2 requests

6. Funding Allocation Decisions
· Total amount for all asks is $22,292
· We need to cut ~$3,380 to fit our budget
· All requests (see full spreadsheet posted on the PAC webpage) were presented, line by line
· Discussion points / requests that can potentially be cut:
· Removing requests that are for the second half of the year
· Only funding half of the amount for requests that are for the full year (and let them know they can ask again for semester 2)
· Requests that are for only a few students but are a lot of money (curling: $2000 for 30 students; volleyball: $4000 for 15 students)
· Decisions made:
· Line 3: Snacks for scorekeepers is a full-year request. Fund only half of request (fund $375; cut $375 from ask); they can ask again for semester 2
· Line 17: Senior boys volleyball provincial tournament request mainly to help with accommodation costs. Ask is $4000. We decided to fund $1500. This cuts $2500 from the total ask.
· This cuts a total of $2,875
· We are $500 over budget but decided this was okay as second semester requests often come in slightly lower than first semester
· Apart from Line 3 and Line 17 items to be adjusted as above, all other requests approved.

7. General Comments / Discussion

A parent in attendance has applied for transport support funding – will find out in November if funded. If so, will use for bike maintenance workshops, promote bike to work week, bike locks, etc. Open to ideas and support.

Parents showing interest in organizing more events; to be discussed at the next meeting in Nov.

8. Closing Remarks

To get in touch with the PAC, email questions, comments, and suggestions to chairvt@gmail.com 
Join the Van Tech family Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/vantechfamilies


Meeting adjourned at 8:16pm
