I am concerned that my
ill not do wellin a
combined class and will
ready to move
onto the nextg

Detailed studies like John Goodlad
graded Elementary school) have shown that on average
| a five year span of development is typically found in a

single grade group and six years in a combined class
the results of a study published in 1999

by Or. Joel Gajadharsingh (University of Saskatchewan
found that using standardized tests
or better in combined classrooms in Math
Science and Soci

child w

not be

students did as well

He also found that students
in combined classes performed better than students

in single grade classrooms in the following areas
study habits and attitude
This is one of the compelling reasons
that some schools such as Charles Dickens Elementary
have gone to multi

independence
towards school

responsibility,

age groupings

How can I support my
child in a combined
class?

Parents can support their children in the same ways
they would if they were in a single grade class. Staying
interested and concerned about schoo! work and
activities, monitoring a child’s homework and keeping
in touch with the teacher and attending the school
whenever possible are ways the parents can support
the child’s learning. If you have concerns about your
child’s learning, you should speak to the classroom
teacher.

A survey of literature on combined classes, published in
2001 and available on the internet (ERIC Identifier ED
448935) states:

“Advantages for multi-age students have been shown
to increase the longer students remain in multi-

age classrooms. Students in multi-age classrooms
demonstrate more positive attitudes toward school,
greater leadership skills, greater self-esteem, and
increased pro-social and fewer aggressive behaviours,
compared to peers in traditional graded classrooms.
Statistical analysis demonstrated that students from
multi-age classrooms achieved greater academic
outcomes in relation to their abilities and demonstrated
greater increases in academic achievement than
students of the same and higher abilities from single
age classrooms when all classrooms employed
developmentally appropriate teaching practices.”
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