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wək̓ʷan̓əs tə syaqʷəm School Community, 
 
🎓 Reminder: Grade 8 Transition: Mini School Programs 
As our Grade 7 students begin preparing for their transition to high school, families may wish to explore the variety of educational 
opportunities available through the Vancouver School Board's Mini School Programs. These programs provide unique learning 
experiences designed to meet a range of student interests and strengths. 
 
For more information, please visit the VSB Mini School Programs webpage: INFO PAGE HERE      
You can also view the Grade 8 Mini School Brochure here: BROCHURE 
 
We encourage families to review the available options and application requirements as they plan for the transition to Grade 8. 
 
🎵 VT Chord Elementary Choir 
VT Chord is back for its second year! Open to all elementary students, this choir program welcomes participants of all singing 
abilities. Rehearsals take place Thursdays after school at Van Tech, beginning October 29 and continuing through the Winter Concert 
on December 10. Space is limited to 30 students. 
 
Please see the attached information sheet/poster for registration details and additional program information. 🎶 
 
🤝 Reminder: Parent-Teacher Goal Setting Conferences, October 21 and 22 
Our Parent-Teacher Goal Setting Conferences are coming up on Wednesday, October 21, and Thursday, October 22. These 
conferences provide an excellent opportunity for families and teachers to connect and collaboratively establish goals for the school 
year. Teachers are looking forward to meeting with families and partnering together to support each student's success. Please speak 
to your classroom teacher regarding details of the conferences. There will be an early dismissal at 2:00 p.m. on both Wednesday, 
October 21, and Thursday, October 22 to accommodate conference scheduling. 
 
🎃 Halloween Celebrations 
Halloween is just around the corner, and we are looking forward to celebrating together! This year, Halloween will be recognized at 
the school on Friday, October 30, with a variety of fun activities taking place throughout the school day. 
 
As per Vancouver School Board guidelines, costumes should be fun, respectful, and school-appropriate. We ask families to avoid 
costumes that may be culturally insensitive or that represent racial or ethnic groups. Costumes that promote or glorify violence, 
including those featuring weapons or violent props, are not permitted. We kindly ask that students do not wear costumes to school 
prior to October 30, as costumes can become a distraction to teaching and learning during class time. 
 
We look forward to seeing the creativity and school spirit our students bring to these Halloween celebrations! 👻🍂 
 
🎨 Artist in Residence Program (AIRS) 
  
We are excited to share that our school will once again be participating in the Artist in Residence (AIRS) Program this year. Beginning 
in late October for some divisions and continuing throughout the school year, students will have the opportunity to learn from and 
work alongside professional artists through engaging, hands-on experiences. 
  
The AIRS Program is a valuable opportunity for students to explore creativity, develop new skills, and express themselves through 
the arts while making meaningful connections to their learning. 
  
Over the next few weeks, we will be highlighting our three Artists in Residence in the newsletter and sharing their biographies so 
families can learn more about the talented artists who will be working with our students. We look forward to sharing more about 
this exciting program and the learning it inspires throughout the year! 🎨🎭🎶 
 
📅 School Closure – Professional Development Day October 23 
Please note that Friday, October 23, is a Professional Development Day and classes will not be in session. School will be closed to 
students as staff engage in professional learning and planning. We appreciate families making any necessary childcare arrangements 
for the day. 
 
Have a safe and restful weekend,  
 
Brad Toews 
Principal 
wək̓ʷan̓əs tə syaqʷəm Elementary School 
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🗓 Important Dates 2026 -2027 
• Wednesday, October 21, 2026: Individual Photo Re-Take Day 
• Wednesday & Thursday, October 21 & 22, 2026: Parent Teacher Conferences – Early Dismissal @ 2:00pm 
• Friday, October 23, 2026: Professional Develop Day – No School 
• Friday, October 30, 2026: Halloween Dance in the Gym @ 5 – 7pm 
• Sunday, November 1, 2026: Kindergarten Registration Opens (students born in 2022) 
• Wednesday, November 11, 2026: Remembrance Day Stat Holiday – No school 
• Friday, November 20, 2026: Professional Develop Day – No School 
• Thursday, December 10, 2026: Winter Concert – 11am in the gym 
• Friday, December 11, 2026: Pancake Breakfast and PJ Day 
• Tuesday, December 15, 2026: Report Card #1 is accessible  
• Friday, December 18, 2026: Last Day of School Before Winter Break 
• Monday, January 4, 2027: First Day Back from Winter Break  
• Monday, January 11, 2027: Saleema Noon Parent Night – please see newsletter post 
• Tuesday, February 9, 2027: Grade 6 Immunizations 
• Friday, February 12, 2027: Professional Develop Day – No School 
• Monday, February 15, 2027: Family Day Stat Holiday – No school 
• Tuesday, March 9, 2027: Report Card #2 is accessible 
• Friday, March 12, 2027: Last Day of School Before Spring Break 
• Monday, March 29, 2027: Easter Monday Stat Holiday – No school 
• Tuesday, March 30, 2027: First Day Back from Spring Break  
• Monday, April 19, 2027: Professional Develop Day – No School 
• Tuesday, April 27, 2027: Composite/Class Photo Day 
• Wednesday & Thursday, April 28 & 29, 2027: Parent Teacher Conferences – Early Dismissal @ 2:00pm 
• Thursday, May 6, 2027: The Big One @ 2! – Earthquake Drill  
• Thursday & Friday, May 6 & 7, 2027: Grade 7 Camp Summit 
• Thursday, May 20, 2027: Sport’s Day 
• Friday, May 21, 2027: Professional Develop Day – No School 
• Monday, May 24, 2027: Victoria Day Stat Holiday – No school 
• Wednesday, May 26, 2027: On Our Way to K! – New Kindergarten Welcome 
• Wednesday, June 2, 2027: Spring Concert @ 11am and 4pm  
• Thursday, June 3, 2027: Kindergarten Immunizations 
• Wednesday, June 23, 2027: Grade Seven Moving Forward Ceremony 
• Thursday, June 24, 2027: Report Card #3 Go Home 
• Tuesday, June 29, 2027: Last Day of School! 
• Tuesday, September 7, 2027: First Day for Students – (9:00-10:00am, One Hour Only) 

 
 
Safe Arrival 
If your child will be absent or late, please call 604-713-5159 Ext. 12 or Email begsafearrival@vsb.bc.ca by 9:00 AM.  
 
Please do not call the school office. 
 
PAC News 
The PAC is a great way to become involved in your child’s educational and school life and contribute to the school. The 
PAC’s main roles are to promote the education and welfare of students, encourage parent involvement in the school, 
advise the school on matters relating to the school, and contribute to a sense of community within the school and 
between the school, home, and neighbourhood. Meetings are typically held once a month, from September to June. 
 
The next PAC meeting of 2026/2027 is November 18 in the library and online  
 
Childminding is provided for parents attending in person. Please arrive a few minutes early to drop off your child(ren). 
 
PAC Information and meeting minutes can be found: HERE 
 
VSB: After the Bell, Podcast  
In the VSB’s podcast, VSB: After the Bell, you’ll hear directly from experienced educators, subject matter experts and 
students on topics that relate directly to our VSB community. Whether you tune in to a pre-recorded episode or join us 
for a live session, we're happy to have you with us during these open and honest conversations about education.  
 
Podcast episodes are released at the end of every month. Subscribe to VSB: After the Bell on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or 
wherever you listen to podcasts! 
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