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November 2025 News

At David Livingstone Elementary School we acknowledge that we live, work, learn and play
on the traditional and unceded territories of the Coast Salish peoples the skwxwU7mesh

(Squamish), sefitwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh), and x*maBkway'sm (Musqueam) nations.

November 2025

Dear Livingstone Families,

Thank you to all our families and teachers for connecting during our goal setting conferences. It was
really uplifting to have our families back in the school and meeting with staff to share stories of student
success and next steps to support their learning. Our Halloween parade was a success inside, the children
all had fun in our gym sharing their costumes and singing along with Ms. Presley. Thank you to Mr. lan
Cannon who came back to support our school as acting principal from October 16 to October 31.

On November 10th we will be holding our Remembrance Day assembly in the gym. Ms. Presley will lead
the choir in singing several songs. On the trumpet, Ms. Presley will play the Last Post, and we will
observe a moment of silence and then break the silence with Reveille.

Connecting with the School Team to problem solve

We appreciate the support and communication from families around your child’s school experience.
When your child comes home and relates a story about an unsolved or worrisome problem at school we

hope you will connect with us. Please take a moment to email your classroom teacher outlining the
concern and asking for their help to unpackage the incident and learn about the school’s insight on a
situation. Sometimes these connections offer the school team an opportunity to learn more about an
issue that your child is facing. In other instances, a school staff might seek support of the school
counsellor and or principal to help in the problem solving and repair of relationships in the school.

When our students know that the adults in their lives are connecting to discuss strategies to keep them
safe and happy at school, it can be reassuring for them. We know that our children are learning how to
manage social dynamics every day and that this is an important part of their social development. We also
know that mistakes will happen and we need to work on peaceful resolutions. Please feel free to include
Ms. Vieira in an email to a teacher if you feel it will be helpful as well. Our Livingstone staff team
appreciates the support of all our families.

Safe Boundaries with Strangers in the Community

As a final note to families to please take a moment to remind your children about appropriate
boundaries with adult strangers without making them fearful to enjoy our beautiful community. Please
review your family’s safety guidelines around engaging with strangers your child doesn’t know and what
to do if they are approached by an unknown adult. Children need to understand that they can just walk
away from strangers who are trying to engage with them and let a trusted adult know about their
experience. Thank you for working with us to keep our students safe with such important conversations.

Sincerely,
Sharon Vieira, Principal, David Livingstone Elementary School
she/her
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Join us on Thursday, Nov 13th
to watch "Paddington in Peru™ movie
at 3:10pm in the school gym.

The Livingstone Grade 7students
will be selling pizza slices, drinks and treats
as a fundraiser for their end of year camp.

Visit the Munch a lunch website

to order tickets: $1/person every person attending needs a ticket
Please pre-order by Tue Nov 11th at 6pm
so that we have a rough idea
of total pizza and drinks needed.
Cash sales during the movie available as well.

Parents/Guardians, please attend with and supervise your child(ren) during the
movie.
Pillows, blankets and folding chairs welcome.
There will be a 10 min break halfway the movie to allow for stretching our legs and
using the WC.

We look forward to seeing you all!
Your PAC and the Grade 7 fundraising team

Extra-Curricular Sports Teams at Livingstone

Cross Country

Congratulations to all our cross country runners for all their hard work and enthusiasm. A special
thank you to our parent volunteers who helped us organize our students and provide rides and
supervision at the mini meets and our District meet at Trout Lake. Thank you to Ms. Kim, Ms. So and
Ms. Sam for volunteering their time to coach this season.

Livingstone Extra-curricular Team Sponsorship, Did you know?

Every extra-curricular sports team in VSB schools requires a Volunteer VSB staff member to sponsor
them, this can be a VSB staff member at the school or a community member who is also a VSB staff
person. ltis really important to emphasize that VSB staff who choose to volunteer, dedicate a
significant amount of personal time to attend practices, games and ensure that students have rides
to events each week.

Based upon the number of volunteer sponsors we have at our school we try to ensure that the grade
7s are offered a senior team as a first priority and then if possible look to support our grade 6
students in a junior team. Some years we have had grade 6/7 students on a senior team if the
numbers of interested students is manageable. The exception to this is Cross Country where we
invite grades 3-7 and track and field where we invite grades 4-7.

Community Volunteer Coaches

For community volunteers who offer to help coach we also require a criminal record check to be
completed with the Vancouver Police Department. Ms. Vieira coordinates this process with each
volunteer.

Basketball

The next sports activity will be basketball and league play usually begins in the 2" week of January
and teams are typically registered in December. If you think you would like to support our students
and are a VSB staff member or community volunteer please reach out to Ms. Vieira at
scvieira@vsb.bc.ca
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REMEMBRANCE DAY CHOIR PERFROMANCE
On Monday, November 10", the choir students will be singing at our Remembrance Day

Assembly. Choir members are asked to wear black bottoms and white tops that day, as part
of their choir “uniform”. If you are a parent of a choir student, you are invited to
attend our assembly slated to begin at 11:05 am. Due to fire safety and space
limitations, we cannot offer invites to all our families at this time.

ANY PARENT PIANO PLAYERS OUT THERE?

Ms. Presley would love to have a parent volunteer to help accompany the choir and
possibly a couple of classes for our upcoming concert and for the Choral Festival in early
March. If you feel you might be able to fill this need, please contact Ms. Presley directly at
mpresley@vsb.bc.ca

The music is not beyond a grade 8 Conservatory level and you would need to be available
for a couple of day-time practices in December and late February/early March.

SAVE THE DATE : EVENING WINTER CONCERT - THURSDAY, DECEMBER
11™ OR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16"

We are working with Tupper Secondary to secure a night for our annual winter concert
which involves all classes and the choir. As of now, the two possible dates are
Dec. 11 and Dec. 16. The concert will start at 6:30 in the Tupper auditorium.
More details to come.
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APPLY ONLINE

govsb.ca/kindergarten

2
VERIFY IN PERSON

.
"
Contact your neighbourhood
catchment school to make an
appointment V)

Kindergarten Registration for 2026 2027

Kindergarten registration for children born in 2021 began on
November 1, 2025

All kindergarten applicants are required to complete an online
application for their English catchment elementary school. This includes
families who wish to apply for District Choice programs (Early French
Immersion, Montessori, Indigenous Focus School, Early Mandarin
Bilingual, Nootka Fine Arts) and/or make a cross-boundary application to
attend a non-catchment school.
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The priority registration period for kindergarten opens on
November 1 and closes on January 31. Students who
submit an online application within this priority period
will be accommodated before late applicants.

Applying for kindergarten is a 2-step process:

Step 1: Online Application (ApplyNow)
e Completion of an online application form

(https://applynow.vsb.bc.ca/) for the school year 2026-27

Step 2: Verification of documentation

e After applying, you will receive instructions on how to schedule your in-person

appointment.

e Bring supporting documentation during your scheduled appointment for verification.

Supporting documents needed:

1. Proof of residence in Vancouver
Child’s birth certificate
Immigration documentation (if applicable)

Immunization records

a WD

Court orders/documents (if applicable)

If you want to apply for a District Choice Program or
cross boundary, you must first apply to your English
catchment elementary school. District Choice
Programs and cross boundary applications will be
accepted in early 2026. For more information, go to:

govsb.ca/kchoice and govsb.ca/crossboundary
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November PAC Updates

Fall Fund Drive: The Three MMMs!

We're excited to have kicked off our annual fall fund drive, our biggest fundraiser of the
year! This year we are aiming to raise $30,000 by November 30th, with funds raised split
evenly between Math, Mental Wellness, and Movement initiatives for our students.

In support of the Livingstone School Plan to "improve numeracy, physical and mental
well-being, and belonging" in our school community, all funds raised will go directly to
programs, tools, and sessions that help our children excel in all three areas.

Please give generously to help us reach our goal.

Visit https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/fee/details/1869/196/false/true

+ Select David Livingstone Elementary PAC

It's important to select David Livingstone Elementary PAC or PAC does not receive the
donation!

If you'd like to make a large donation, please contact livingstonepac@gmail.com if you'd
like to be a matching partner or receive sponsor benefits if donating as a business rather
than individual.

November PAC Meeting + Guest Speaker

Please join us for our November PAC meeting on Wednesday, Nov 19 at 630pm in the
library.

We will be welcoming Livingstone parent Duncan McDonald, VSB STEM instructor, to give
a special session about an observed, distinct shift in his students’ use of screen-based
technology. He has prepared a presentation on the effect of excessive screen use on
youth, based on current research and his years of experience in Secondary Education in
diverse classroom environments.

If you plan to attend in person, please RSVP so that we can plan food and seating

accordingly.

RSVP:
https://form.jotform.com/livingstonepac/november-2025-pac-meeting-rsvp

As always, we will also offer the meeting via Zoom for those who can not attend in person:

https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/9286084267?pwd=TxBPBJEXOMH5pzOynz3eSTsmHab4Bh.1#s
uccess

Meeting ID: 928 608 4267 Passcode: 794915

Review PAC minutes, agendas, and more:
https://www.livingstonepac.org/meeting-documents.html
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PAC Livingstone Recycling is Back!

We're back in the empty drink container recycling business, friends! Every Monday, bring
your clean and empty refundable drink containers (glass, plastic, juice boxes and cans)
between 8.30am and 9am to the container by the playground.

All proceeds will go towards PAC initiatives. If you have family and friends outside of the
area who'd like to donate their recycling funds to our PAC, they may drop their recycling

at any local Return-It location (https://www.return-it.ca/locations/) mentioning:

® Livingstone’s customer ID 604-713-4983 (school's phone number)
® Or with Express & Go passcode “I130D” (capital i - 30 - capital d)

Keep In Touch

We're looking forward to a successful fall fund drive with you all this year. Keep up to
date with our news on our website: https://www.livingstonepac.org/

Join us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/davidlivingstone/?ref=share&mibextid=CTbP7E

Email us any time!
livingstonepac@gmail.com
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