PAC newsletter highlights: PAC Meeting Jan 14 (6:30pm, library), wrapping supply donation collection by office, hot lunch resumes, School Streets volunteer sign-up and incentives, Bike Bus resumes Friday, Unplugged update 

Margaret
Happy New Year, Gordon families!
We hope you had a wonderful winter break and are easing back into routine mode. It’s a quieter-ish week at the PAC, but here’s what’s happening and what’s coming up.

PAC Meeting: let’s kick off 2026! 
First up, we’re kicking off the new year with a PAC Meeting next Wednesday, January 14th at 6:30pm in the library 📚
Come one, come all. First meeting ever? You’re in. Veteran PAC pro? Also you’re in. We’ll be laying the foundation for the rest of the school year, sharing updates, having a few laughs, and deciding if Fresh St. Market really does have the best cookies in Vancouver? 

Wrapping supplies wanted
We are collecting leftover holiday gift wrapping supplies for next year’s bazaar 🎁
If you have extra wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue paper, tape, or to/from labels, we would love to give them a second life. Plain gift bags are especially helpful.
A gentle ask: please no seasonal gift bags from other holidays. Yes, we did receive an Easter bunny bag last year. It was memorable. It was also not usable and had to be thrown out. RIP Easter Bunny Bag.
You’ll find a collection tote by the office now through mid-week next week. Thank you so much for helping us keep the magic alive.

Hot lunch is back 
Hot lunch is back starting this week 🍕
Get those orders in, save yourself some morning chaos, keep kids happy, and support the PAC all at the same time.

School Streets update 🚸
We’re starting fresh next week on January 13th, right after the Pro D Day on Monday.
We have lots of volunteer spots to fill in the new year and there are some pretty great perks:
• Every shift earns you a $5 gift card to Lokal
• For the rainy winter months, every shift also gets you entered to win a $50 gift card to a local store (TBD!)
• More shifts = more chances to win
Sign up here: https://volunteersignup.org/PEMD7 
More info here: https://www.gordonpac.com/schoolstreets 

Bike Bus is back! 
Last but not least, Bike Bus is back this Friday 🚲
New year, same time, same place. We’ll see you at Kits House and Tatlow on Friday morning.
For all the details, check out: https://www.gordonpac.com/bikebus
Did you know there’s a Bike Bus WhatsApp group? If you’d like to join, email us at pacgeneralgordon@gmail.com and we’ll add you in.

Unplugged Update 📴
We haven’t talked about Unplugged since the fall, and wow, things have grown! Since then, Kindergarten through Grade 5 have all joined as official Unplugged Pledge Classes 🙌
That means over 60 Gordon families have signed on (pledging not to give their kids smartphones until 14) putting us in the top four schools in BC for pledges. If you’re thinking about waiting on that first smartphone, at Gordon, your kid definitely won’t be the odd one out.
And the timing couldn’t be better: new research out of Sweden found that kids who use social media more often show a gradual decline in attention over time, more than kids watching TV or playing video games. Fewer notifications, more focus. Makes sense.
Curious or ready to join? Learn more or sign at Unplugged Canada.

That’s it for now! 
Thanks as always,
-Kelsey, Margaret and your PAC Exec


