Hi Gordon families!
The days are slowly getting longer (we checked), and PAC life is warming up right along with them. We’ve got some community goodness, a little outdoor joy, and a fun save-the-date at the end. Read on. Your future self will thank you.

Wrapping supplies collection
A friendly reminder that we’re collecting leftover holiday gift wrapping supplies for next year’s bazaar until Friday, January 16th 🎁
If you have extra wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue paper, tape, or to/from labels, we would love to give them a second life. Plain gift bags are especially helpful.
A gentle ask: please no seasonal gift bags from other holidays. Yes, we did receive an Easter bunny bag last year. It was memorable. It was also not usable and had to be thrown out. RIP Easter Bunny Bag.
You’ll find a collection tote by the office. Thank you for helping us keep the magic alive.

Fresh St. Market in the neighbourhood
You know you’re officially middle-aged when you can hardly wait for a grocery store in your neighbourhood to open… and it’s finally here. The wait is over and yes, it’s everything we hoped it would be.
Fresh St. Market has invited us to the grand opening celebration for its newest location at West 4th Ave and MacDonald (only two blocks from the school!) on Saturday, January 17th. To celebrate, they’ll have balloon animals and face painting from 11am–3pm, plus lots of samples. Who doesn’t love not having to go all the way to Costco for samples?
Even better, we’re in the early stages of collaborating with Fresh St. on a gift card fundraiser for the school. More details are coming soon, but it will be an easy way to support the Gordon PAC while also supporting a locally owned business. Keep your eyes peeled and your grocery lists handy 🛒

Bike Bus
Same time, same place, same excellent vibes. New riders always welcome! We’ll see you at Kits House and Tatlow on Friday morning. For all the details, head here:
https://www.gordonpac.com/bikebus 
Hot tip: there’s a Bike Bus WhatsApp group! If you’d like to join, email us at pacgeneralgordon@gmail.com and we’ll add you in 🚲

School Streets is back
We launched School Streets for 2026 on Tuesday and it was awesome. Big turnout, lots of smiles, and such a great way to start and end the school day. 
We’re still looking for volunteers to help keep this program rolling every Tuesday morning and afternoon. And honestly, the reasons to sign up are pretty compelling:
• Every shift earns you a $5 gift card to Lokal ☕
• During the rainy winter months, every shift also enters you to win a $50 gift card to a local store (details coming soon!)
• More shifts equals more chances to win
• Maybe you just got your seasonal colour analysis done and it turns out fluorescent yellow safety vests are absolutely in your palette? 
• You get fresh air, a few friendly hellos, and that very satisfying feeling of doing something good for the community before 9am
Come for the gift cards. Stay for the smiles.
Sign up here:
https://volunteersignup.org/PEMD7 
More info here:
https://www.gordonpac.com/schoolstreets 

A Gordon family celebration
Back in November, our school participated in the Kelty Kind Mind program. We’re thrilled to share that one of our Gordon students and their parent have now published a children’s book that will be included in future Kelty Foundation kits for Kindergarten to Grade 3.
The book is called The Unstoppable Unpoppable Thought Bubble and it focuses on supporting kids with their thoughts and feelings in a kind, accessible way. Huge congratulations to this Gordon family for such an exciting accomplishment! The book is now available for purchase on Amazon:
https://a.co/d/dA5aDaN  📚

Speaking of kids’ mental health…
This feels like a natural follow-up to the Kelty Kind Mind work happening in our community. We’ve been thinking a lot about what supports kids’ wellbeing, especially as they grow up in a very online world.
We just read a timely article (you don’t have to subscribe to read) by Jon Haidt, author of The Anxious Generation (and yes, the same book we read for GORDreads last year that got so many families talking about how big and scary this topic can feel). One small but meaningful action families are taking is signing the pledge to wait before giving their child a smartphone.
And here’s where Gordon comes in. We’re currently just 13 signatures away from being the 3rd most-signed school in BC. This is about our kids… and if we’re being honest, we’re also a little competitive and think Gordon could absolutely crack the top two based on the playground conversations we’ve been having.
If you haven’t yet, you can sign the pledge here.

Thanks as always,
-Kelsey, Margaret, and your PAC Exec 💛
P.S. Save the date for one of the biggest events of the year and a true fan favourite. Neon Night is BACK on Friday, March 6th! Ticket info coming soon. Get those dance moves ready ✨
