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September 2025 News

With deep gratitude and respect, we are honoured to be learning and
unlearning on the ancestral and unceded lands of the x*maBkwayam
(Musqueam), SkwxwiU7mesh | (Squamish) and salilwatat (Tsleil-Waututh)

Principal: Sharon Vieira Associate Superintendent: Janis Myers
Trustee: Preeti Faridkot Superintendent: Helen McGregor
PAC Chair: Caroline Provost PAC Vice Chair: Sheila Louis

Originally introduced in Parliament in September of 2020, Bill C-5was signed into law in the summer
of 2021. The law gives Canada anew statutory holiday. September 30 is now officially National Day
for Truth and Reconciliation across the country. The kind of ceremonies taking place on September
30 will vary depending on the province. There is no standard, although orange shirts will likely
remain a powerful symbol.

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation -Tuesday September 30, 2025
ORANGE SHIRT DAY

Tuesday September 29 will be a day of reflection with an opportunity to honour and remember all
impacted by the residential school system. It's a time to learn from our province's history and,
hopefully, take steps to improve our current society. The date was chosen because it is the time of
year in which children were taken from their homes to residential schools, and it also provides
educators an opportunity to foster dialogue and deepen their understanding of Indigenous Peoples'
histories for the coming school year.

Orange Shirt Day is also an
opportunity for Indigenous and non- Indigenous

people, local governments, schools and
communities to come together in
the spirit of reconciliation.
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Principal’s Message,

It is wonderful to have everyone back in the school. The students and staff have been busy
making new connections and building relationships. Thank you for your patience as we waited
to move into new classrooms.

As a staff team our collective goal is to support all of our students social and emotional well-
being and excitement and interest in learning and reaching their greatest potential as learners. I
look forward to connecting with you soon. Thank you for all your support and encouragement
our families are an essential part of our success at David Livingstone School.

Sincerely,

Sharon Vieira, Principal, David Livingstone Elementary School

Introducing the Livingstone Staff Team

Principal

Sharon Vieira

Office Administration

Susan Stelmack

School and Student support
staff

Gigi Taviss

Div. 1 Grade 7

Jason Bring

Div.2 Grade 5/6

Alexis Stanton

School and Student support
staff

Jenn Sekikawa

Div.3 Grade 5/6

Mark Stewart

School and Student support
staff

Molly Girod

Div.4 Grade 4/5

Josephina Kim

Div.5 Grade 4/5

Julia Kwon

School and Student support
staff

Mayuri Randhawa

Div.6 Grade 3

Emily So

School and Student support
staff

Jezynira Pena

Div.7 Grade 2/3

Carly Kerr (Cheryl
Noon)

School and Student support
staff

Wendy Sam

Div.8 Grade 1/2

Jennifer Korchinski

School and Student support
staff

Alice Wong

Div.9 Grade 1/2

Lavonne Liang

Div.10 Grade 1

Joanne Lau

School and Student support
staff

Yan Yee Cheung

Div.11 Grade KF

Emilie Royle

Supervision aides

Ashely Torres

Div. 12 KF

Kailee Costa

Librarian

Yvonne Toomer

Supervision aides

Speech Language
Pathologist

Chevie Paguntalan

Ruth Hanson

Counsellor

Joanne Polukoshko

School Psychologist

Larissa Jackson

Music

Monica Presley

School Nurse

Pamela Sagert

Resource

Tyler Pearson

Engineer

Kamran Hayat

Resource

Sonia Pietzsch

Evening Custodian

Jan De la Pina

School and Student
support staff

Janice Abad

Evening Custodian

Herbert Morales




Join us to meet the Livingstone Staff Team:
When: Tuesday September 23, 5:30pm -6:00pm

Visit your child(ren)’s classrooms.

e 5:30-6:00 Visit classrooms

e 6:00-6:10 join us in the gym to meet the staff team
and our Livingstone PAC executive and committee
members.

VSB SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM

We wish to thank the parents and guardians who are following the district-wide Safe Arrival

Program.

e |tisimportant that all parents and guardians report a child’s absence or anticipated late
arrival to the school prior to 9:00 am by using the phone or email system below.

e Students who arrive late (after the 9:00 bell) must sign in at the office when they arrive at
school.

e If the school is not informed of a student’s absence or late arrival, they are considered
‘UNACCOUNTED FOR” and office staff will then call home, cell and/or work numbers of
parents for verification.

e This procedure has been put in place for all Vancouver schools to ensure all students arrive
safely at school.

e Please report your child’s absence to the Safe Arrival Program even if you have already
notified your child’s teacher.

Reporting Your Child’s Absence

By email at livingstone@vsb.bc.ca
Or
By Phone at 604-713-4985 please speak slowly and clearly
Please include:
1. Child’s name
2. Division #
3. Reason for child’s absence

Students Leaving School Early, Before 2:58 pm

Please email the office and your classroom teacher in the morning of the day your child is
being picked up early. This way teachers and the office team can make sure they are waiting
in the office when you pick them up. Please come to the office when you are picking up your
child to sign your them out. Thank you!
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the Next Generation

The Terry Fox Run will be held on Monday September 22. From 1:30 to 2:30 we
will be running around the school and Prince Edward Park. If you can volunteer to be
on the perimeter to supervise runners on the day please join us.
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Donations will be collected at school for the
Terry Fox foundation cancer research fund.

your support.

our Terry Fox Run on

We will start collecting donations in classrooms on
September 18th and throughout the month of
September. Every little bit counts and we appreciate

All families are welcome to watch or walk with us on

run around the sidewalk outside the school and
around David Livingstone Park. Grades ks will run
around the David Livingstone park on the grass.

September 22. Grades 2-7 will

School Fee packages will be sent home soon. This year we are asking families to pay a

$35 school fee to support the range of materials students use at school. In addition, grade 1-
7 students will be using an agenda $ 6 and grade 7 students will be going to camp this year
as well Mr. Bring and Ms. Vieira will hold a grade 7 meeting with parents in the evening to

chat about fundraising opportunities this year. In addition , Kindergarten and grade 1
students will be purchasing a book bag for $S11 to carry their home reading and library books

to and from school. Each student fee package will outline what students are asked to

purchase this year. Any family who is experiencing financial difficulty is asked to contact Ms.

Vieira for support from the school.

School Fees will be paid online through the KEV payment system. If you visit our school

website at and then click on the pay school fees icon

DAVID LIVINGSTONE

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Pay Fees G



https://terryfox.org/your-impact/

VANCOUVER SCHOOL BOARD
CONSENT FORMS and STUDENT VERFICATION FORMS.

We will be sending other important consent forms home that will require parental or
guardian signatures.
The following will be paper forms.
1. Student Verification Forms (emergency contacts/medical needs) to read and
make changes as needed.
2. Student Emergency Reunification form (to fill out)
3. Permission for neighbourhood walks.
4. Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL)allows the school to send you email
updates
5. Personal Media Consent Forms (VSB use of image)
6. Acceptable Use of Technology
Included in the package for you to keep at home:

7. school calendar
8. School fees.
Thank you for returning these promptly to your child’s classroom teacher!

Voluntary Student Accident Insurance Plans

The VSB is once again offering parents the ability to purchase voluntary student accident
insurance plans if they choose. These plans offer coverage for students and their families
against accidental injury, unexpected medical expenses and critical illness. The two
companies offering this coverage are Insuremykids and Industrial Alliance (The Family
Accident Reimbursement Plan). These plans are ideal for supplementing costs not covered
by provincial health insurance or existing employer extended health and dental plans.

Families can find more information and register online to purchase and participate in any
of these insurance plans by using the URL provided here:

https://insuremykids.com/schoolresources/

https://www.solutionsinsurance.com

Grade 7 Camp Experience June

We are excited to be taking our grade 7 students to Camp Jubilee again this year.
https://campjubilee.ca/overnight-trips/

The dates for Camp Jubilee this year will be from Monday June 8 to Wednesday June 10,
2026. We will be sharing more information with families about camp and working with
students and families to coordinate fundraising ideas to help raise funds to pay for a
portion of the camp fees this year. Last year grade 7 students and parents were involved in
a several different fundraising events that greatly reduced the cost of camp fees for each
student to pay.
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Welcome to the 2025/26 school year from your PAC (Parent Advisory Council

PAC Meetings for 2025/26
All parents and caregivers are welcome and encouraged to join us at our upcoming PAC

meetings, where we will discuss current initiatives, welcome the principal to share what's new, and
take any questions and ideas from the parent body. Meetings are in the school library with access
via the north-facing doors. We will have guest speakers occasionally, but we always provide pizza
and free childminding during our meetings. If you can't join us in person, we will share the Zoom
link via Facebook and newsletter prior to the meeting.

Please note that the first PAC meeting is Sept 24 at 6:30pm in the library; join us in person or
on Zoom:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9286084267?pwd=TxBPBJEXOMH5pzOynz3eSTsmHab4Bh.1

Meeting ID: 928 608 4267

Passcode: 794915

Find the agenda, containing a link to our budget, here.

If you can, please bring nonperishable, nut-free snacks with which we will “PAC the Pantry!”
We like to supply the school with snacks for students who forget a recess snack or need a little
more to eat. Our community has been generous in the past and we hope we can count on you

again this year as we add some snacks to our school kitchen.

We hope to see you Sept 24.

Fun Lunch is Live!

Tired of figuring out what to pack for lunch already? Fear not: fun lunch is back! This term we have
eight great food vendors, sure to offer something for every palate. Order your child's lunches from
an assortment of vendors on Mondays, Wednesdays, and the occasional Fridays, and have it
delivered right to their classroom. Place your orders by 6pm this Friday to be included in next
week's lunch delivery!

Order lunch: https://munchalunch.com/home

Sign up to help deliver lunch (1130-12pm on dates noted in
spreadsheet): https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LLfe9eG1dAeE34 yUCPTSKXWFizktwyY
AbgQ808XG1A/edit?usp=drivesdk

Financial Support for Fun Lunch

If you'd like your child to enjoy fun lunch but you can't commit financially to it, please contact
Caroline (caroline150877 @gmail.com) directly; we raise funds to help cover lunch for those who
can't afford it and will keep your request private.

Volunteering

We will be adding tabs to our volunteer spreadsheet in the next week or so that we'd love to have
you sign up on. There are a variety of opportunities to help out at the school, including fun lunch
delivery, special events, barbecue and movie nights, and more. We'd love to have you on our
team! You can start signing up to help already.

One of the most impactful volunteer roles, taking very little time commitment, is the Class Rep
role. Each division should have a class representative to help communicate PAC messages
directly to your class, as well as coordinate holiday and year-end gifts for the teacher. New this
year, we ask for class reps to please attend the PAC meetings or commit to finding another class
parent to attend, so we can hear what each class’s parents and teachers want from us. There are
only seven PAC meetings per year, making this an important, impactful, and low
commitment volunteer role:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LLfe9eG1dAeE34 yUCPTS5KXWFizktwyY

AbgQ808XG1A/edit?usp=drivesdk
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Fall Fund Drive

Every fall, your PAC runs a Fall Fund Drive, our biggest fundraiser of the year.
The past few years we've focused on technology, providing 30 iPads for junior
elementary classes, and 30 laptops for senior elementary students. Donations
raised during this campaign are tax deductible. Please keep your eyes peeled for
this year's fall fund drive announcement coming soon!

Keep in Touch

*What is the role of PAC? We're your advocates at the school, and we try to
bring value to the parents and students through various activities.

You can connect with us on Facebook, visit our website, or sign up for our
newsletter. If you have a hard time signing up, have questions or ideas, feel free
to email us at livingstonepac@agmail.com.

School Swap and “Shop” Thank You

Thanks to everyone who donated, “shopped”, or volunteered at our first free
swap and shop to help increase access to education and reduce environmental
impact. We hope to host at least one more this year, so please stay tuned.

Have a great week!
Your PAC
livingstonepac@gmail.com

September 2025

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Hub cycling Math Festival Professional
grade 6 and 7s | school wide Day School
Closed
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Terry Fox Run 5:30pm to PAC mtg
6:00pm Meet
1:30-2:30pm the staff 6:30pm start
28 29 30
Orange Shirt National Day

Day

for Truth and
Reconciliation

School Closed
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