
Reporting Session for 
Kindergarten to Grade 7 Parents 

and Caregivers 

*This session is being recorded and will be shared via your school administrator. 

December 16, 2024
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Overview

• Why are report cards different?

• What can I expect?

• How will I learn about my child progress?

• Why a proficiency scale?

• How do we support all students?

• How can parents/caregivers help?



Where do the Reporting Changes Come From?

• Ministry Reporting Order Policy came into effect in July 2023

• School Districts are required to comply with Ministry 

regulations 

• Vancouver School Board Reporting Guidelines have been 

implemented since September 2023 For More Information:



Research Backed Policy



What are the 
Goals of Reporting?

• Students take part in meaningful 
conversations that help them develop 
responsibility for engaging deeply with 
their learning

• Parents and caregivers are well informed, 
are involved in decisions and dialogue 
about their child’s learning, and 
understand ways to support and further 
their child’s learning

• Where am I now?

• Where am I going?

• How do I get there?



• Four Learning Updates 
✓ Two written Learning Updates – (report cards) December 16, 

March 10
✓ Two informal Learning Updates – (conferences) October & April 

•  One Summary of Learning 
✓ At end of the school year in writing – (report card) June 25

Reporting 
Requirements



Written 

Learning 

Updates

Provincial Proficiency Scales

• In all areas of learning in which the 

student is currently studying

Attendance Information

• Core competencies 

• Goal setting

Feedback describing:

• Student strengths

• Areas for future growth

• Ways to support learning

Self-reflection



Sample Written Learning Update

INSERT SAMPLE TO REFER TO HERE 
Sample of descriptive feedback 



What is the Proficiency Scale?



Why a Proficiency 
Scale?

• Supports lifelong learning by shifting the 

focus from marks to learning 

• Values most recent evidence of learning

• Views learning as ongoing, rather than 

signalling that learning is done 

• Is inclusive of all students
For More Information:



Emerging, Developing, Proficient, Extending
What does it all mean?



Grade 2

Activity: In the school garden, students are exploring and looking for animals. 

Learning Standard Example



Emerging

• Emerging doesn’t mean your child is not successful in an area of 

learning. 

• Emerging means they are beginning to understand something. 

They are still learning but may need more support to move 

ahead.



Developing
• Indicates that a student is demonstrating learning in relation to the learning 

standards with growing consistency. 

• The student is showing partial understanding but is still in the process of developing 

their competency in relation to the learning standards. 

• Developing isn’t failing. 

• All students will be developing in some areas and at specific points in time.



Proficient

• Is the goal for all students.

• A student is Proficient when they demonstrate the expected learning in 

relation to the learning standards. 

• Proficient is not synonymous with perfection. Instead, the student is able to 

demonstrate their learning consistently or most of the time.



Extending 

• Extending means a student is demonstrating learning in relation to the 

learning standards with increasing depth and complexity.

• Not a bonus

• Is not synonymous with perfection

• Does not require a greater volume of work



From Proficient to Extending 

Students can demonstrate their learning with greater depth and 

complexity by: 

• Demonstrating their learning in a variety of ways

• Applying their thinking further 

• Applying their learning to other curricular areas

• Exploring more complex learning standards 

• Connecting their learning with their local and/or global community

• Supporting the learning of others



Proficiency Scale Myth Debunked

✓ Gives Clear Benchmarks 

Myth: The proficiency scale hinders students and does not prepare them for the future

✓ Promotes Skill development 

✓ Gives Feedback and Improvement 

✓ Ensures Personalized learning

✓ Helps Prepare for Workplace

✓ Encourages  Mastery 

REALITIES 



Proficiency Scale Myth Debunked

✓ Provides a Holistic View

✓ Provides Standardization

Myth: The proficiency scale is subjective and does not provide measurable success

✓ Uses Detailed Criteria

✓ Gives Feedback for 
Improvement

✓ Maintain high provincial 
standards

REALITIES 



What is 

Descriptive 

Feedback?

Written Comments you will see on your child’s report card describing…

• What students can do in their current areas of learning

• Areas for future growth (what students need to work on)

• Strategies to support students

• Feedback on student learning and engagement

For More Information:



Why Self-reflection 

and Goal Setting?

Developing the confidence, 

knowledge, and competencies 

necessary to thrive in an ever-

changing world

Central to the 

development of 

educated citizens

Actively involve 

students in the 

learning process

Helping students 

work toward future 

possibilities



Informal Learning Updates-Conferences

• Descriptive feedback on 

strengths

• Feedback from the 

teacher on where to go 

with learning

• Suggestions for ways that parent/ 
caregivers can support their child’s 
learning

• Not every informal learning update 
will look the same

• Areas for growth and corresponding 
ways to support learning in literacy, 
numeracy and critical and creative 
thinking

• Examples of how student learning is 
supported at school



Informal Learning 
Updates-Conferences

*October and April

All parents/caregivers should be offered an in 

person opportunity to come to the school. 

Schools will accommodate parents/ caregivers 

and meet via teams or do phone calls.



Success For All Students

• What if my child has a disability or diverse ability?

• What if my child is an English Language Learner?

For More Information:



How Can Parents/ 

Caregivers Help?

• Be involved 

• Ask questions – be curious about things 

• Be a learner with your child 

• Communicate with the school

• Understand that learning is unique and 

developmental  

• Access the supports online –

translations in multiple language 

For More Information:



Thank you
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