
 

JQ eNews - 2024.12.19 
JQ eNews, including information about school procedures, activities and events is emailed to 

families every week. Please also visit the VSB website1 and the JQ school website2 for 

information regarding district and school events. 

eNews Table of Contents 

To view a Table of Contents for the eNews, if you click the icon at the bottom right of your 

screen when looking at the eNews, it will allow you to navigate directly to a section of your 

choosing. 

 
1https://www.vsb.bc.ca 
2https://www.vsb.bc.ca/jules-quesnel 



Safe Arrival and Reporting Student Absences 

 

To report your child's absence, please call 604-713-5159, Ext. 39, or email 

jquattendance@vsb.bc.ca3 prior to 9:00 AM on the first day of the absence. If your child arrives 

late to school, they should report to the office and sign-in.   

 
3mailto:jquattendance@vsb.bc.ca 



Happy Holidays  

 

On behalf of all JQ staff, we would like to extend our warmest wishes for the holidays.  We hope 

your days are filled with warmth, peace, and joy. Thank you for all of your support during this 

first term.   



Be in the know, winter is coming! 

 

Follow VSB on social media to stay updated about school closures due to severe weather.  

During extreme weather conditions (heavy snowfall, extreme cold, freezing rain, extreme heat, 

etc.) VSB schools will remain open if possible. If a District-wide closure is necessary, it will be 

announced by 6:30 a.m.  

Stay updated:  

Facebook: Vancouver School Board 4  

Instagram: @vsb395  

X: @VSB39 6  

VSB website: vsb.bc.ca7 

Early French Immersion - District Choice Program Information Session 

Please join us online on Tuesday January 14, 2025 from 6-7 PM for an information session to 

learn more about the Early French Immersion District Choice Program.    

Information will be shared about the program and registration procedures and there will be an 

opportunity for questions.   

General information as well as program registration information is posted to the VSB website.  

  

Microsoft Teams Need help? 

 
4https://www.facebook.com/VancouverSchoolBoard/ 
5https://www.instagram.com/vsb39/ 
6https://twitter.com/VSB39?ref_src=twsrc^google|twcamp^serp|twgr^author 
7https://www.vsb.bc.ca/ 



Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 275 864 860 494 

Passcode: PA9Gf2MP 

Dial in by phone 

+1 604-713-5939,,716075159# Canada, Vancouver 

Find a local number8 

Phone conference ID: 716 075 159# 

JQ Choir 

Choir practices will resume on Wednesday, January 8th at 8:15 am.  

Students who have not joined the choir but would like to do so, may join for the next session in 

January.  Application forms are available in the Office.   

Preparing for Grade 8 

We are pleased to share the launch of the new Preparing for Grade 8/What to know during the 

Grade 7 year9 page on the VSB website. 

Kindergarten registration and sibling priority 

As you may know Kindergarten 2025 registration started November 1.  The online District 

Choice Program application process is open from January 7 to February 4 2025. 

If you currently have a child attending Ecole Jules Quesnel (K-6) and have a younger child you 

are intending to register in kindergarten for September 2025, if you have not already done so, 

please send an email to Liz at: etoone@vsb.bc.ca with your children’s names.  Thank you to the 

20 families who have already provided this information. 

This question is being asked to gauge the number of siblings entering the District Choice 

Programs for Kindergarten in September 2025.  To register your child, you MUST: 

• register your child at their neighbourhood catchment school before January 31 

 
8https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/c5f0ae26-2084-4d0f-953d-62d61e65a5a0?id=716075159 
9https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/77517/preparing-for-grade-8-what-to-know-during-the-grade-7-year 



       AND 

• apply online to the ApplyNow10 Kindergarten District Choice Program between January 7 

and February 4, 2025 indicating the child is the sibling of a current student in the District 

Choice Program. 

The school will send a reminder to register for the Choice Program in January.   

Please contact the school if you have any questions. 

Yoga Buggy Interest Form 

 

Yoga Buggy Interest Form 

Building body positivity, confidence, strength, flexibility, balance, resilience, and social- 

emotional awareness through yoga 

Location: Jules Quesnel Elementary School 

When: Thursdays January 16 – March 13, 3:00PM- 4:30PM 

Grades K-1 

Cost: $187 (9Classes)  

Location: Room 206 

Limited Spaces 

 

Please fill out the online form linked here: https://forms.office.com/r/sfZpnGFxZi before 

December 23rd, 2024. (Filling out forms does not guarantee a spot) 

 

 
10https://vsbapplynow.vsb.bc.ca/ 



Please reach out to the office or Travis 604 250 6039 for a hard copy form if needed. 

Questions? Contact Community Schools Coordinator, Travis Klimko at: tklimko@vsb.bc.ca11 

 

The collection and retention of information requested on this form is authorized and governed 

by the British Columbia School Act and the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 

Act. 

Lost and Found 

 

 
11mailto:tklimko@vsb.bc.ca 



 

Please visit the Lost & Found by the north entrance to the gym on the main floor of the school.   

There are a few jewelry items, small toys and keys in the display cabinet next to the office.  

Please let the Office know if any item belongs to your child and it will be returned.  

Please take a look this week as all unclaimed items will be donated at the end of this term. 

Thank you. 

School Calendar & Upcoming Dates 

 

The 2023-2024 School Calendar and other information is available on our school website12.  

Please visit the school website regularly for the most up to date information regarding JQ 

activities and events.  

 
12https://www.vsb.bc.ca/jules-quesnel 



Upcoming events are listed on the school website homepage and on the Calendar13 page. Click 

the List View tab on the Calendar page for list of upcoming events. 

Dates to Note  

 

Friday, December 20:  Last Day of School before the Winter Break (regular school day hours 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm). 

Monday, December 23 to Friday, January 3:  Winter Holiday. 

Monday, January 6:  School reopens after the winter break. 

Wednesday, January 15:  Professional Development Day 

 
13https://www.vsb.bc.ca/jules-quesnel/page/2257/calendar?tab=monthview 



Art in the Hallways 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

JQ PAC Updates 

 

Winter 2025 Extracurricular - REGISTRATION is still open! 

Yoga Buggy14  - Thursdays - Gr. K and 1 only - Jan 16 to Mar 13 - 3 to 4:30pm - $187 

Please fill out the online form linked here: https://forms.office.com/r/sfZpnGFxZi before 

December 23rd, 2024. (Filling out forms does not guarantee a spot) 

 

Lights Up Musical Theatre15 - Mondays - Gr. K to 7 - Jan 6 to Mar 10 - 3 to 5:15pm - $365 

 

 
14https://www.yogabuggy.com/ 
15https://lightsuptheatre.ca/afterschool/jq/ 



Petit Architect16 - Tuesdays - Waitlist Only! 

 

Code Ninjas- Wednesdays - Gr. 3 to 7 - Jan 22 to Mar 12 - 3 to 5pm - $319 

 

Professor Puffin Challenge Club 17-- Thursdays - Gr. 1 to 4 - Jan 23 to Mar 13 - 3 to 

4:10pm - $184 

  

SmashVolley18 - Fridays - Gr. 4 to 7 - Jan 10 to Mar 14 - 3 to 4:30pm - $295 

  

Please contact Talia Lemay (parent), Extracurricular Coordinator at 

jqexcurricular@gmail.com19 for any questions. 

 
16https://campscui.active.com/orgs/PetitArchitectDesignforKids#/selectSessions/3550631/filter/session=64447637 
17https://campscui.active.com/orgs/ProfessorPuffinsChallengeClub?orglink=camps-
registration#/selectSessions/3568742 
18https://www.smashvball.com/after-school-programs/ 
19mailto:jqexcurricular@gmail.com 



Basketball 

 

Are you passionate about basketball and eager to support our school community? We are 

looking for volunteer coaches to help lead our Grade 7 boys and girls basketball teams 

beginning in the new year. 

  

Team Details: 

• Boys Team: Games are on Wednesdays after school, starting January 22. Practices are 

tentatively scheduled for Tuesday mornings in the gym, but this could change based on 

coach and player availability. 



• Girls Team: Games are on Thursdays after school, starting January 23. Practices could 

take place on Wednesday mornings, with flexibility based on availability. 

At the moment, there does not appear to be enough girls to form a full team, but the school 

hopes to finalize participation soon. 

What does being a coach involve? 

• Running practices for the team. 

• Refereeing games and managing the team during matches. 

To make this basketball season a success, we are in need of volunteers. Your time and support 

will make a big difference for our students. If you are available to coach or want more 

information, please contact M. Ben Sankey at bsankey@vsb.bc.ca20 

DPAC News 

We have several DPAC related updates below. 

Looking to Fill Positions 

FESL Advisory Committee – 3 volunteer opportunities to fill 

The VSB needs 3 parents to serve as district representatives on the FESL advisory committee. 

Here’s the details, as provided by the VSB: 

Dates: TBD 

DPAC Representative: 3 spots available vacant. 

The 2025 FESL Working Group is a stakeholder, rights holder and staff working group that 

gathers together to explore matters relating to the implementation/reporting of the FESL 

Report21 for the VSB. 

  

VSB Committee Volunteer Position – Information Communication Technology Advisory: 

We are looking for a parent who is passionate about school technology to represent the District 

on the ICT Committee. This is your chance to gain valuable leadership skills and represent 

 
20mailto:bsankey@vsb.bc.ca 
21https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=09627a55db&e=afa53965a6 



school communities in relation to the need for new technology to be equitably distributed 

across the district. 

Here are the meeting details: 

Dates: January 29, 2025; April 23, 2025; June 11, 2025 

If you are interested in these positions, please fill out the contact form on our website to let the 

DPAC Executives know as soon as possible. 

Executive Member Changes:  

1. Two new DPAC executives were voted in. Michael Menashy from L’École Bilingue and 

Suresh Yenuga from Collingwood Annex 

1. Karen and Jaclyn resigned from their duties as DPAC executives. 

Current Discussions:  

Advocating for the VSB to be more transparent with decisions in regards to items such as school 

closures or selling/leasing VSB land. We had a speaker from QEA Parents Society to talk about 

their experience with the QEA closure. 

JQ Salmon Stream - walking school bus 

We are excited to announce the launch of our Walking School Bus (WSB) initiative, also known 

as the JQ Salmon Stream! (Thank you to Barend for coming up with this great name at our PAC 

meeting!) This program aims to encourage active and safe transportation to school while 

fostering a sense of community and fun among our students and families. 

The idea for the Walking School Bus was discussed during a PAC meeting last year, with 

representatives from the Society for Children and Youth of BC present to address questions and 

concerns. For more details, you can review the meeting minutes here22 and the accompanying 

presentation here23. 

How It Works 

We aim to kickstart the JQ Salmon Stream with all participants walking together, which helps to 

build community spirit while promoting active and safe transportation to school. Currently, two 

parents Valerie Balaski and Nafisa Fera, both parents of Grade 4 and Grade 2 students have 

 
22https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=e4a06cbc36&e=afa53965a6 
23https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=e847c0982f&e=afa53965a6 



volunteered to lead the initial routes. Each leader will walk one morning a week starting at a 

designated meeting point. Over time, we hope more parents will volunteer to expand the 

number of walking routes and days. 

Current Routes 

1. Nafisa's Route: Meeting at the bus stop at 10th and Trimble (Shell station) at 8:30 am 

every Thursday. This route will proceed along 11th to 15th Avenue, with opportunities to 

meet families along the way. 

2. Valerie's Route: Meeting at 10th and Blenheim St. at 8:25 am every Friday. This route 

will proceed along 10th Ave.,  Alma St, 12th Ave., Wallace St. JQ along 14th Ave. 

Joining and Communication 

Families interested in joining the JQ Salmon Stream can connect via this dedicated WhatsApp 

community: 

WhatsApp community24 

The group features subgroups for each route, allowing for streamlined communication and 

updates on meeting times and routes. 

Liability and Safety 

The program follows best practices outlined in active school travel initiatives. Volunteers 

accompanying children are not assuming additional liability, provided they act responsibly. For 

more details, we encourage you to review this document, which addresses common concerns: 

Ontario Active School Travel Liability Guidelines25. 

Key excerpt: 

 "By volunteering to accompany children on their walk to and from school, parents are not 

assuming responsibility for anything that may happen during the trip. Parents are expected to 

act responsibly... Unless they have acted in a negligent manner and that negligence caused the 

injury, they have nothing to fear." 

Get Involved! 

 
24https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=b18e0e4e23&e=afa53965a6 
25https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=cb892685ea&e=afa53965a6 



We look forward to seeing our community come together to support the JQ Salmon Stream! If 

you are interested in joining or volunteering, please let us know. Together, we can make this a 

successful and enjoyable initiative for our students 

Class Parent/Guardian 

The PAC would like to remind parents and guardians about the opportunity to volunteer as a 

class parent/guardian. Few divisions currently do not have a class parent listed, and we kindly 

invite parents or guardians to consider volunteering for this role to help support their classroom 

community. This role typically involves the following tasks: 

1. Collects funds, organizes, and presents thank-you gifts for the teacher at winter break 

and the end of the school year. 

2. Acts as a liaison between the class teacher and parents/guardians. 

3. Serves as a connection between the PAC and the class community. 

The class parent/guardian plays a crucial role in the classroom in building a strong community, 

and does not require a big time commitment. 

If this role is of interest to you, please fill this form26 to volunteer; and mention of your interest 

to your child’s teacher. 

PAC Meeting Notes   

Thank you all for attending the PAC meeting last week. The minutes will be circulated in the 

coming weeks.  

Highlights: 

1) Revised Budget Proposal (2024-25) was passed: Refer to the PDF27 for budget details. 

2) Discussed launching of new Initiative on active transportation – "Walking School Bus". 

3) Active First Friday at JQ. 

  

 
26https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=1749b6f08a&e=afa53965a6 
27https://drive.google.com/file/d/15knN7kLKLSwsh5fx9yELlOTINy9u6DVY/view 



       Special thanks to our incredible volunteers for your time, effort, and dedication. It makes a 

huge difference to our school community!  

Stay tuned by reading our newsletter and school eNews for more updates!             

Hot Lunch Program  

Hot lunch is offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays and pizza lunch on Fridays.   Ordering is now 

open at munchalunch.com28. If you don’t have an account set up, you will need to create one to 

order food for your student. Orders must be in by 9am for the following day ’s hot lunch meal.  

If you have any questions, please direct them to the hot lunch & pizza lunch coordinators 

(Helene, Kate & Annie) at jqhotlunchpizza@gmail.com29 

PAC Newsletter 

If you are not receiving the PAC Newsletter and you would like to: 

Add us to your address book30 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences31 or unsubscribe32 

 

JQ Parent Advisory Council  

3050 Crown Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada 

Vancouver, BC V6R4K9  

Canada 

 
28https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=4cf65b4a26&e=afa53965a6 
29mailto:jqhotlunchpizza@gmail.com 
30https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-manage.com/vcard?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=cf68741d5b 
31https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/profile?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=cf68741d5b&e=afa53965a6&c=a3093351af 
32https://julesquesnelpac.us3.list-
manage.com/unsubscribe?u=a8e7c9494cc165c2c2cca7d75&id=cf68741d5b&t=b&e=afa53965a6&c=a3093351af 



Community Links 

See below for information regarding community activities, events and programs. 

RBL 2025 Winter Basketball Programs 

https://rblbasketball.com/ 

Information for kindergarten families from Canadian Parents for French 

 



 

Dunbar Little League 

Dunbar Little League has been the focal point of the Dunbar community by providing baseball 

for girls and boys ages 4-12.  The season runs from April to June and all games are played at 

Memorial Park West and Balaclava Park. 

Registration is NOW OPEN! 

https://dunbarbaseball.ca/registration/ 

Youth Basketball Camp 

Soar Youth Sports New Year Youth Basketball Camp on January 2nd and 3rd from 11:00 am to 

1:00 pm.  Ages 9-13. 

Cost:  $84.00 - funding assistance available.  

Location:  Grandview Elementary, 2055 Woodland Dr., Vancouver 



www.soaryouthsports.com33 

Tel:  778-229-5551 

Thank you for reading! 

Contact Us 

 

École Jules Quesnel Elementary School 

3050 Crown Street 

Vancouver, BC, V6R 4K9 

604-713-4577 

studentrecordsquesnel@vsb.bc.ca34 

 

Visit us on the web at https://www.vsb.bc.ca/jules-quesnel. 

 
33https://www.soaryouthsports.com/ 
34mailto:studentrecordsquesnel@vsb.bc.ca 


