
Welcome to… 

Grade 8

University Hill Secondary 2026/2027





Timeline
• January 

• Meet with Grade 7’s @ Norma Rose Point and UHill Elementary (Jan 19 & 
21)

• February
• Parent information night (Feb. 5)
• Cross Boundary Application Deadline (Feb.27th)  - VSB Online

• (must apply if you live out of this catchment area)
• Your elementary school does not dictate your secondary school

• April
• UHS staff meet with NRP/UHill teachers to discuss continuity of support

• May 27
• NRP and UHill Elem visit UHill Sec

• June
• ELL Testing: June 2nd , 9am



UHill Admin Team
• Travis Bell (Principal) grades 11 & 12
• David Bach (Vice Principal) grades 8-10



Ms. Chen
Last names A-Ki

Ms. Hornby
Last names Kj-T

Ms. Watanabe
Last names U-Z

Counsellors  2025/2026



Counsellor’s Role…

 Provide course information and graduation 
requirements 

 Provide academic, career and personal 
counselling

 Keep current on Graduation Requirements



Typical grade 8 course load

English 8 Science 8
Social Studies 8 French 8
PE 8 Math 8
Fine Arts 8 rotation Applied Skills rotation

We are on a semester system. 
• 4 courses per semester, 4 courses per day



Elective Courses
 Applied Skills Rotation
Business/Media Education
Home Economics 
ADST

 Fine Arts Rotation
Visual Arts
Drama
Music



Daily Schedule



ELL Course Selections

• ELL courses are taught as full subject classes in two levels: ELL 
(beginner and intermediate together) and transitional.

• Grade 8 students are placed into levels based on testing results 
from June assessment

• Once at UHill, students may be recommended to be promoted 
by the ELL department teachers after additional fall testing and 
class performance

• Teachers (not Counsellors) promote students to the next level 
of ELL or into regular classes throughout high school



ELL Courses 

ELL  Beginner/intermediate 
• English, Communications, Social Studies, Science

Transitional
• Regular English, Science, and Social Studies with 

English Language Centre (ELC) 



Being Successful

• Knowing your schedule (MyEd Family Portal)
• Organization (Office 365 and Teams)
• Homework (agenda)
• Confidence 
• Motivated
• Asking for help (FIT!)
• Making connections with teachers & counsellors



Getting Involved 

• Join a club
• Participate in Athletics
• Volunteer for school events and/or community 

organizations that interest you
• Make new friends



Clubs at University Hill
• Ultimate club
• U Code Club
• Pressed on Nails
• Dance Club
• Interact 

(fundraising/volunteerism)
• Math Challenger Club

AND 50+ more!

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/university-hill/page/4548/clubsault.aspx

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/university-hill/page/4548/clubsault.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/university-hill/page/4548/clubsault.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/university-hill/page/4548/clubsault.aspx


Athletics at University Hill

Fall
• Soccer(boys) 
• Cross country (co-ed)
• Volleyball (girls)
• Swimming

Winter
 Basketball (boys and girls)

 Table tennis (co-ed)

Spring
 Badminton (co-ed)
 Golf (co-ed)
 Soccer(girls) 
 Tennis (co-ed)
 Track & Field
 Ultimate
 Volleyball (boys)
 Rugby



Everyday Life at UHill

to answer some questions from students…

• Lunch
• Students don’t have to stay in the building
• We have a cafeteria on site that serves a variety of hot and cold 

food
• Microwaves are available throughout the building to reheat food 

brought from home
• Students can go into Wesbrook village to buy food
• Students eat in the cafeteria, in pods, by their lockers, outside 

etc…

• Lockers are available and students self select a locker using an online 
program



Cell Phones 
and School



Cell Phones and 
Mental Health







Questions?
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