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July 10, 2023 
 
To the Sir Wilfrid Grenfell Elementary School community,  
 
 
As you know, Grenfell Elementary has been identified for seismic upgrading. It is a top priority of both 
the Vancouver School Board and the Ministry of Education and Childcare to ensure all students attend 
seismically safe schools as quickly as possible.  
 
I am pleased to share the news with you that Grenfell Elementary has received funding to be seismically 
upgraded! The project includes structural upgrades to the East, West, and South classroom blocks, 
multipurpose room, and gymnasium. The design process will be progressing this fall, and construction to 
commence during the 2024-2025 school year. The project is anticipated be complete in fall 2026. During 
construction, students and staff will be temporarily accommodated at another VSB site. Staff are still 
finalizing the details of the temporarily accommodation site and expect to make a decision by fall 2023. 
Bussing options will be available for families. 
 
A School Advisory Group (SAG) will be re-established, which includes PAC representatives, teachers and 
non-enrolling staff. The purpose of this group is to work closely with District staff to ensure the school 
community’s feedback is considered in the design and construction phase of this project. In addition, an 
information session about this project and what to expect will be available for the entire school 
community, and the general public in fall 2023.  
 
The District is committed to maintaining an open and transparent dialogue throughout the Grenfell 
Elementary seismic upgrade project. As the project progresses, I will be providing more information to 
you. If you have any questions or feedback about the project, please do not hesitate to contact me 
directly. 
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Regards,  
 
 
Maureen McDonnell 
Grenfell Elementary Principal  
 
 
Cc: 
Chris Wong, Director of Instruction  
Doug Roch, District Principal 

 

 

 


