
Attention: VSB Trustees, ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ November 21st 2025  

engage@vsb.bc.ca 

Re: Support for Transparency in School Facilities Planning –  Sir Guy Carleton 
Elementary School. 

The Joyce Street Action Network (JSAN) is a community-led group working to support the 
retention of cultural food assets and slow gentrification in the Joyce–Collingwood 
neighbourhood. Our work centers on sustaining a neighbourhood where cultural foods, 
community connection, and intergenerational cultural transmission can continue well into the 
future. 

We are writing to express our support for the concerns raised by the Vancouver District Parent 
Advisory Council regarding school facilities decisions affecting Carleton Elementary, and to 
strongly oppose the proposed closure of Sir Guy Carleton Elementary School. 

As a neighbourhood undergoing rapid transit-oriented development, school closures and 
land-use changes directly affect the families, cultural communities, and local businesses we 
support. The lack of transparency around key planning information—including the updated 
Long-Range Facilities Plan and undisclosed subdivision applications at Carleton—makes it 
impossible for the public to participate meaningfully in decisions that shape our community’s 
future. 

Why Carleton Elementary Must Not Close 

1.​ Rapid Growth: Joyce–Collingwood is one of Vancouver’s fastest-growing Transit 
Oriented Areas, with six towers over 30 storeys and multiple mid-rise developments 
planned. Closing Carleton contradicts projected population needs.​
 

2.​ Incomplete Capital Planning Data: Current VSB planning does not fully account for 
TOA growth, child care needs, or district program spaces. Decisions made without 
complete data risk long-term capacity shortages.​
 

3.​ Vancouver Plan Commitments: Carleton’s site supports “complete neighbourhood” 
goals, providing opportunities for child care and essential public amenities.​
 

4.​ Precinct Plan Commitments: Carleton is one of the few remaining sites capable of 
accommodating promised public benefits within the Joyce–Collingwood Station Precinct 
Plan. 

Request to the Vancouver School Board 

●​ to suspend the closure process until full and transparent information, including the 
updated Long-Range Facilities Plan (LRFP), is made public. 
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