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Ultimately, transforming reporting 
to communicating student learning 
shifts the ownership from teachers 

to a collaboration between
students, parents and teachers.



BC Curriculum

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=lXyyZql2PZQ

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=lXyyZql2PZQ


The Learning Process

• Teachers create rich learning tasks based on student interests

• Together teachers and students set criteria

• Powerful questioning/learning conversations allow for ongoing, 
timely descriptive feedback to the student

• Teachers and students intentionally gather evidence over time to 
inform teaching and learning

• Metacognitive skills are developed through student reflection and 
self-assessment

• Learning can be process, inquiry, and/or project based



What’s new?  Communicating Learning

Then - Reporting Now - Communicating Student Learning

• Reporting on student achievement with parents at 
prescribed intervals throughout the year

• Letter grades for all students in Grades 4-9 with 
each written report

• Ongoing communication of student learning 
Mid Year and End of June

• Letter grades for students in Grades 4-9 are not 
included unless specifically requested by parents 

• 3 times/year for written reports
• 2 times/year for informal reports

• Relevant, descriptive and timely feedback for 
learning is provided a minimum of 4 times each 
school year using a variety of methods

• Identical items/tasks used to evaluate student 
learning for the whole class

• Evidence of student learning can be demonstrated 
in a variety of ways.  Students are actively involved 
in the assessment process.  

• Minimal student voice • Student voice included in the communication of 
learning





Growth vs Fixed Mind Sets – Carol Dweck



No letter grades?

• Letter grades tend to foster a Fixed Mindset in students.
“I always get a C+ in Math.” 

“I got a C in Science. I’m no good at it.”

• A letter grade on a written composition or project 

gives the student no information about how to improve.

• Students with a Growth Mindset are much more likely to continue 
learning.  They see themselves as learners with potential.

• Feedback for learning promotes a Growth Mindset.  Providing a 
student with feedback about what’s working and what to focus on 
next provides students with the tools they need to improve.



Imagine that during a driving test you are asked to turn left.  After you 
complete the turn the Examiner says, “You got a C- on that turn.”  Do 
you know what you have to do to pass the driving test the next time?  

If the Examiner tells you that you turned the steering wheel correctly 
but forgot to make a visual check in both directions before making the 
turn, will this help you next time you take the test?

“Turn left at the 

corner.” Feedback for 
Learning





January  June  

English and French Language Arts 2

Mathematics 2

Science 2

Social Studies 2

Arts Education
(either Jan or June)

1

Core French (Gr 5-7)
(either Jan or Jun)

1

Physical and Health Education
(either Jan or Jun)

1

Applied Design, Skills and Technology (optional)

Career Education (optional)

Student Self Assessment of Core 
Competencies

(optional)

Communicating Student Learning Reporting Minimum Expectations 2017-2018

Curriculum area Written Reports Ongoing Communications



Sarah Li 
Grade 4

STUDENT’S LEARNING STRENGTHS:

Sara shows that she cares for others by regularly inviting children 
who are alone on the playground to play with her.  
Language Arts – After reading a passage Sara can draw 
conclusions and express her opinion in writing.  She is able to find 
evidence from text to support her opinion.  Her written reflections 
of the book, When I Was Eight, showed that Sara can make 
inferences about how the main character felt while living at a 
Residential School.  She is an avid reader of non-fiction to learn 
more about animals and she enjoys reading fantasy novels.
Mathematics – Sara can represent, compare and order numbers 
to 10 000 using base ten blocks and is making connections to 
measurement and other real world contexts.
Social Studies – Sara can explain the impact of the Residential 
School system on Indigenous children and families.  
Science – Sara’s excellent research project comparing human and 
animal senses demonstrated her understanding of the sensory 
differences between animals and humans. 





Student Competency Scale
Beginning to acquire 
knowledge, skills, 
strategies and processes
“ I am just get getting 
started and I learn best 
with help”

Developing the ability to 
apply knowledge, skills 
and processes
“ I am getting there and I 
am beginning to do more 
and more on my own”

Applying knowledge,
skills, strategies and 
processes consistently
“I get it and I can do it on 
my own”

Extending knowledge,
skills, strategies and 
processes creatively and 
strategically
“I get it and go beyond 
what is expected of me”

• Student is beginning to 
understand at grade 
level expectations.  

• Student is developing 
understanding at grade 
level expectations

• Student is applying 
understanding at grade 
level expectations

• Student is extending 
understanding at grade 
level expectations

• Shows evidence that 
learner can 
demonstrate some 
progress toward the 
learning standards

• Shows evidence that 
the learner can 
understand the 
learning standards in 
basic or familiar 
situations

• Shows evidence that 
learner can transfer 
understanding of 
learning standards to 
both predictable and 
new situations

• Shows evidence that 
learner can insightfully 
and creatively apply an 
in-depth 
understanding of 
learning standards in 
complex situations.



Translations – Student Competency Scale



Jason, a child with
special learning needs

During the IEP meeting in the fall term it was 
agreed that at school and at home we will continue 
to:
• Prompt Jason by giving him the words to greet 

and have short social conversations with friends 
and family

• Use the First-Then visual prompt to complete a 
less desirable task.  When this task is completed, 
he can be given a choice between 2 activities 
that he likes to do. The timer is used at school by 
the classroom teacher to help Jason to stay on 
task when he is writing.

• The afterschool social skills group that you’ve 
enrolled Jason in is helping him to make eye 
contact and play simple partner games. 

• As we discussed in his IEP meeting, Jason is 
learning to self-regulate his emotions by 
counting backwards from 10 when he is feeling 
anxious.





Ongoing Communications with Parents:

• Based on authentic evidence of student learning from a variety of 
sources (examples of student work, audio, photos, video, portfolios)

• Based on clear standards and expectations with the intention of 
making learning visible

• Can occur in different ways (3 way conferences, electronic portfolio 
reviews, parent-teacher conferences, reflections on student work, 
Fresh Grade or other on-line platforms, telephone conversations, 
Individual Education Plan meetings)



Incomplete Math 

Homework/lack of practice 

beginning to affect progress in 

Math.(struggling with 

factoring)  Social Studies 

shows great critical thinking 

skills.

Phone call 

to Mom

x x



Communications with Parents can include:

• Descriptive information about the child’s 
learning

• Learning goals the child is working towards
• Ways to further support the child’s learning at 

school and at home
• The child’s contributions to the classroom, 

school and community
• How the child interacts with others



Opportunities for Feedback:

Parents and VSB staff will have opportunities to 
provide feedback in several ways including:

•Meetings

•On-line survey 

These opportunities will be available in February 
or March 2018


