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SPRING BREAK 

The last day of attendance prior to our two-week break is FRIDAY, MARCH 

13th. 

School is not in session the week of MARCH 16 or MARCH 23  

The first day back to school following our two-week break is MONDAY, MARCH 

30, 2020. 

MULTICULTURAL FAIR 
The multicultural celebration is coming up soon on Wednesday, March 11, 2020. This is one of the annual 
school events that brings together students, staff, parents and community members to celebrate diversity and 
multiculturalism. Families and community members are welcome to join and celebrate this tradition with us. 
Below is an outline of the day: 
 

In the Morning - Multicultural Fair 
More than 30 tables representing various cultures will be set up in the gymnasium from 9 am to 12:10 pm. 
There’ll be activities such as games, crafts, food tasting, music, dance and much more. 
 

592 East Pender Street 

Vancouver, B.C. V6A 1V5 

Tel: 604-713-4630    

Principal: Mr. Jason Eng    Vice Principal: Ms. Janine Lamb 

PAC Chairperson: Ms. Krista Sigurdson 

School Trustee Liason: Barb Parrott 

 

Dear Strathcona Families, 
 
February has been a fantastic month at Strathcona!  Basketball season was a success with many students 
participating, and the grade 6/7 outdoor education trip was a tremendous success for all those who 
participated.  It will be a memory that our senior students won’t soon forget!  Our school staff are busy 
putting preparations together for this year’s Multicultural Fair.  Further details about the event later in the 
newsletter.   
 
February was a great month to emphasize the values of kindness and friendship, connecting it to the themes 
around Valentine’s Day and Pink Shirt Day, and tying it into “Dragon Training” and how Strathcona Dragon’s 
conduct themselves at school!  Our Dragon Training Day 2.0 and student led assemblies further emphasized 
the focus areas around respectful behavior and conduct in the lunchroom, in hallways, during assemblies, 
and outside at recess and lunch. 
 
Strathcona students and staff recognized the importance of February's Black History Month in a variety of 
ways, from work in classrooms, to displays in the library and classes being engaged in presentations from 
the African Descent Society. 
 
I also want to take a moment to thank the PAC for all their work supporting our school community.  Their 
work supporting outdoor education, field studies, grade 7 grad, advocacy for students, families, and an 
improved school ground hasn’t gone unnoticed!  We also appreciate PAC volunteers taking on community 
events like movie night and Bingo…Keep up the great work! 
 
See you all at the Multicultural Fair in a couple of weeks. 
 
Jason Eng 
Principal Strathcona 
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In the Afternoon - Multicultural Assembly 
The Multicultural Assembly will be in the gymnasium from 1:10 pm to 2pm, featuring multicultural 
performances. 
 

In the evening – Multicultural food tasting 
The multicultural food tasting for families will be in the cafeteria from 5pm to 6pm. 
 
STRATHCONA DRAGONS 
At Strathcona, we have continued to focus on Positive Behavioural 

Interventions & Supports (PBIS), or Strathcona Dragon training, as a way of 

building a calm, peaceful school community.  We are also focussing on 

different themes every month to encourage positive community building.  

February and March are focussed on kindness, having a plan at recess and 

lunch and positive behaviour in the lunchroom.  In February, all students 

participated in a second Strathcona 

Dragon training day and student-led 

assemblies focussed on our 

themes.  Students also enjoyed an 

extended recess as a result of 

collecting so many dragons for 

doing the right thing!  In April, the 

focus will be on taking care of the 

earth, and positive behaviour in the 

hallways.   

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 

Just a reminder that if you have changed your address or telephone number, you must contact the school 

office with this new information. Please provide a copy of your lease/rental/purchase agreement for the 

student’s record. For safety and enrolment purposes, it is vital that the school office has this information. 

DAILY ATTENDANCE 

Daily school attendance is important for all students. Students who attend school regularly are more engaged 

in learning, have a greater sense of belonging to the community and are more likely to graduate high school. 

Perfect attendance should be a goal because even missing two days of school a month works out to a student 

missing the equivalent of one month of school a year. Research shows that 18 school days missed can lead to 

one grade lost. Your child should attend school every day unless there 

is an unavoidable cause like illness.  If you have questions around 

when to keep your child home from school due to illness, please see 

information at the end of this newsletter, or follow this link:  

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/lord-strathcona/Families/Frequently-

Asked-Questions/Pages/default.aspx  

When children arrive at school on time they start the day off more 

positively. When children attend school consistently, they are able to build stronger relationships with their 

teachers and classmates. It is difficult to ‘catch children up’ when they miss a significant amount of teacher 

instruction because of late arrivals. In some cases, valuable teacher time can also be compromised and these 

late arrivals/absences impact the learning not only of the child who is absent/late but also of his/her 

classmates.  

Please let us know if there is any way we can support you in getting your child to school. Please contact us in 

the office 604-713-4630 to discuss your ideas or concerns. 

 

ENGLISH KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 

We may have spaces left in our English Kindergarten classes for September 2020. If you have a child born in 

2015, please register them ASAP in order to help secure your child’s placement in their home school. Once 

classes are full, new Kindergarten registrants will be placed on a waitlist. Please follow this link for information 

and to begin the registration process: https://www.vsb.bc.ca/School/School-

Registration/Kindergarten_Registration/Pages/Default.aspx  

 

STRATHCONA WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN EVENT 
If you have a child entering Kindergarten at Strathcona in September 2020, 
please join us on Wednesday, May 13 at 10:30AM in the auditorium. You and 
your child will have an opportunity to meet Strathcona staff, learn more about 
Strathcona Elementary, and participate in some fun learning activities. At the 
end of the event, you will take home a ‘Welcome to Kindergarten’ bag filled 
with supplies, for example, books, crayons, paper, and scissors. 
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COMMUNICATING STUDENT LEARNING (CSL) 
The Vancouver School Board District website has been updated to include information for parents about 
CSL: https://www.vsb.bc.ca/Student_Learning/Assessment_Reporting/Pages/default.aspx 
It includes: 

•           What is CSL? video 
•           Description of new format of written report (strengths-based language) and subject area proficiency 

scales 
•           FAQs for parents 
 

 
 
 

 

WHAT’S GOING ON AT STRATHCONA  

Wednesday, March 11th  Multicultural Fair – Activities for students during the 
day; 5-6pm event for families including a variety of 
snacks 

Monday, March 16th - 27th   Spring Break, school not in session 

Monday, March 30th   School re-opens 

Friday, April 3rd  Class/Team/Club Photos 

Friday, April 10th  No School – Public Holiday  

Monday April 13th  No School – Public Holiday 

Wednesday, April 15th  PAC meeting 6-8pm 

Wednesday, April 29th Spring Concert (Evening Performance) 

Thursday, April 30th  Spring Concert (Daytime Performance) 

Thursday, May 7th  PAC Bingo Night 

Thursday, May 14th  Sports Day 

Friday, May 15th  Pro-D Day, school not in session 

Monday, May 18th  Victoria Day, school not in session 
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Division 18 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Division 15 
 
Here is Division 15, 
working hard making 
posters for Chinese 
New Year! 
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Divisions 4, 5, 7, and 10 

Spring is almost here and divisions 4,5, 7, and 10 have chicks hatching in their classrooms! After a few weeks 
of incubating, the chicks have been hatching all week, much to the excitement of the students!  One of the 
chicks even had some help from our engineer Nazim to come into the world, as she was born late at night.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

#build2learn 

Public Engagement Begins 

The Board is engaging parents to ask how we can use VSB buildings across the city for the learning of 

students today and in the future. Our priorities are to create modern learning spaces and ensure all our 

students are in seismically safe schools. 

If we plan and act now, the ongoing seismic program provides us with an opportunity to continue to build 

modern classrooms that meet the needs of school communities and Vancouverites now and in the years 

to come. Right now, half of our buildings are older than 70 years. The Province is providing money to 

upgrade or build seismically safe schools for every student in Vancouver and across BC. 

While we will continue to advocate for more provincial funding and the Province will cover seismic 

safety, this may not cover all the costs associated with building the modern learning spaces we’d like to 

create at VSB. If we combine VSB money with the provincial funds, this could allow us to build more 

modern classrooms for the future. To do so, we’ll have to raise money. 

We’d like to understand your thoughts about envisioning modern classrooms and community spaces, and 

how we can raise money to build them. 

VSB will host two phases of engagement – one online and one through in-person 

events. Our online engagement is open between February 19, 2020, and March 11, 

2020. Please go tohttps://build2learn.ethelo.net/ to provide your feedback. 

This is part of the engagement process that we started in fall 2019. Through this process, we will develop 

recommendations for how we can use our buildings to serve the learning needs of students today and in 

the future within seismically safe schools. We will report back on what we’ve heard throughout the 

process by the end of June 2020. 



 

6

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Strathcona Families,  
 

Thank you parents/guardians for coming out to winter movie night in February and volunteering 

your valuable time. Thank you Save-on-foods and The Backpack Program for donating delicious 

food for the evening. 
 

We're starting to organize BINGO night 2020. Please save the date: Thursday May 7th 5-7pm. Like 

last year, we’ll have a low-cost BBQ and low-cost food trucks. We’ll also have free BINGO all 

evening, and a raffle/silent auction. Grade 7s will be asked to run the BINGO game again! 

 

Do you have any prizes you could donate? Holiday gifts that you don’t want/need or gift cards 

that you won’t use!? A service that you could provide? Please drop off prize donations to the 

office to the attention of the PAC or let Krista know what you can offer! 

 

Stay tuned for our electronic survey on school re-imagining and funding priorities for 2020-21.  
 

Our next PAC meeting is Wednesday April 15th, 6:30-8pm and we look forward to seeing you 

there. 
 

Join our PAC email list here if you haven’t already: http://eepurl.com/ggoJnb 

 

Cheers,  
 

Your Strathcona Elementary PAC board 

 

- Chair: Krista Sigurdson krista.sigurdson@gmail.com 

- Secretary: Pam Murray 

- Treasurer: Laura Rioux 

 

- Members At large: 

- Andrea Glickman (Advocacy) 

- Vicky Huang 

- Tiffiny Kindrid (Income Equity) 

- Amanda Qian 

- Eva Sam (Chinese Communication) 

- Allan Williams (Elder Advisor) 

- Erika Xu 
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• Strathcona Community Centre is running a Spring Break Day Camp! The camp is designed for school-aged 

children, runs 9am-3pm Monday to Friday, and will include fun recreational activities, crafts, games, snacks 

and a few local outtrips. Limited space still available, registration is $100/week and can be completed at the 

Community Centre Front Desk. LAP and Strathcona 25/75 subsidy can be applied, and additional support is 

available for families facing barriers to registration. Contact jennifer.taylor@vancouver.ca or stop by the 

desk if additional information is necessary. 

 

• Supported registration for Strathcona Community Centre SUPERSHINE Summer Day Camp begins March 6th! 

Supported Registration applies to those families whose registration requires additional support (including 

those working through ministries/camperships for funding), residents of Maclean housing, and/or those 

facing extra challenges. Please contact jennifer.taylor@vancouver.ca if you require further information or 

clarification around this. Local community Daycamp registration for Strathcona students begins April 10th. 

 

• Community Centre program suggestions or ideas? Please contact jennifer.taylor@vancouver.ca 

  

Community Centre News 
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       March 2020 

  

 

WHEN SHOULD I KEEP MY SICK CHILD HOME FROM SCHOOL? 

  

Things to consider if your child feels unwell:  

  

1. The protection of your child. Without proper rest a child may have a hard time fighting 

an illness or be open to other illnesses.  

2. The ability of your child to actively take part and learn at school.  

3. The school staff cannot care for a sick child and give them the support that they may 

need.   

4. The protection of other children.  

  

Please keep your child home if he/she:  

  

• Has a fever.  

• Is too sick to take part in all normal school activities.  

• Has a suspected or known communicable disease (i.e. strep throat, chicken pox, 

measles or any other undiagnosed rash).   

• Keep your child home until they cannot infect others or as told by a health care 

provider.  

• Is vomiting or has diarrhea. It is recommended that students be symptom free at 

least 24 hours before returning to school.   
  

Please let the school know your child’s symptoms, as per the schools call back procedures. 

If the school finds it necessary to send your child home because of illness, please make sure you have arranged an 

emergency contact if you are not available. Inform your school of these arrangements.   

 

 

Where can I find more Information?  

• Public Health school Nurse at 604-983-6700  

• Health Link BC – online www.healthlinkbc.ca or dial 811  

• North Shore School Health Manual: www.vch.ca/schoolhealth 

• Sneezes and Diseases http://www.vch.ca/media/SneezesDiseases.pdf 
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