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2 DESIGN RATIONALE

2.5 ARTICULATION 

Level 1, which houses the most public functions, grounds the 
building with a welcoming porch and canopy that wrap the building 
on four sides, providing sheltered entries and friendly transitions 
from the surrounding ground level. This aims to create a positive 
interface with the surrounding public realm. 

Levels 2 to 4 house the classrooms and are expressed as a more 
solid block with visual interest provided by its clear form, the 
quality of the cladding and window bays expressed by coloured 
trims and sunshades, with the exception of the north facade which 
has a unique expression facing False Creek. 

Articulation includes the columns and struts that highlight the The rooftop play area is articulated as a light, playful, crowning 
main entry canopies and numerous bench and seating elements element, sloped to reduce shading and massing impact on the 

built into the transitions in grade that access the porch. park and seawall. 

Views showing interface with park. 
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2 DESIGN RATIONALE

2.11 ROOF-TOP DESIGN 

An outdoor play and learning area is proposed on the roof of the 
building, to off-set the limited dedicated play areas at grade. The 
space is divided into 3 zones, consisting of a northern open area 
with views on False Creek and the mountains beyond, a central 
covered area (containing exits, elevators, washrooms, and 
covered outdoor learning) as well as a ball play area to the south 
with fencing and netting to contain balls and play objects. 

The roof-top will not have any soft landscape elements. In addition 
to outdoor learning spaces, it will house mechanical equipment, 

behind a sound-controlling screen. 

Proposed materiality of the roof-top is: 

• Floor surfacing: tiled recycled rubber, colour: green.

• Wall fencing structure: Galvanized steel

• Overhead ball control netting: Nylon mesh

• Covered area: metal cladding and roofing, grey; wood soffit, clear.
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Roof-top ploy area from northeast, showing covered outdoor learning, open boll ploy at the south and open ploy 
area at the north. 
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2 DESIGN RATIONALE

2.12 COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

Beyond the instructional day, this school will act as a community The spaces dedicated to be shared with the community consist 

hub, hosting sports events, providing community access to of a gymnasium and three multi-purpose rooms located on the 
multi-purpose spaces, offering gym rentals to community ground floor for easy access. These spaces are also connected 

groups, and supporting families as a foundational element of the to the wrap-around porch and the park beyond through generous 
neighbourhood. The school will directly address local school- glazing, a covered area and gentle grade transitions to the 

aged childcare needs by providing 60 before and after school adjacent ground. 
care spaces. 

View from Hinge Pork: Multi-purpose plaza at 
south-west corner, which will support the before­
and-after school core program and community 
events outside of school hours. 
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2 DESIGN RATIONALE

2.13 LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

The area available on site for landscaping is limited. 

Given the high pedestrian traffic demands of an elementary school, 
the landscape is necessarily hardscape where ever students may 
roam - particularly in close vicinity to the building. 
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The hardscape will be of architectural concrete, permeable 
pavers where appropriate, and steel guards, where transparency 
is desired. The concept is for an 'inhabited edge' where the 
stairs, ramps and porch are integrated with seating and playing 
opportunities, so that the perimeter promotes interaction rather 
than a barrier. 

Opportunity for a planted screen is provided between the parking area and the pork, as well as between the multipurpose 
plaza at the southwest corner and the pork. 
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