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With deep gratitude and 
respect, we are honoured to 
be learning and unlearning 

on the ancestral and unceded 
lands of the Musqueam, 

Squamish Nation & Tsleil-
Waututh Nation.
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Shape of the Morning
(9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.)

• Welcome and Introductions

• PowerPoint Presentation  (with 5-minute break midway)

• Question and Answer Time 

• Short Survey (at the end of the webinar session)

Before we begin, please…
• Ensure that you have signed in with your full legal name
• Use one device per family
• Save your questions until the end of the presentation for our 

Q & A Time. (You can write your questions in our Q & A box 
at any time during the presentation. )

• Wait for the survey to come up at the end of the session.

This PowerPoint will be available on our VSB website, 
Newcomer Welcome Centre Section, For Families,  until 
September 11, 2026.

www.vsb.bc.ca



Some questions to ponder…

How many schools do you think 
we have in Vancouver?  
Write your answer in the chat bar.
How do we decide what grade 
your child is in?
Raise your hand up if you have an 
answer. 

www.vsb.bc.ca



Public Schools in 
Vancouver

Elementary Schools  77
Annexes    10

Secondary/High Schools  18
Vancouver Alternative Secondary 

School (VASS)     1
Adult Education Center    1

Vancouver Learning Network 
(Distributed Learning Program):   1

  

www.vsb.bc.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
August 2026 VSB Data (info for presenters):

29,593 elementary students
21,379 secondary students

46% speak a language other than English at home
160 languages have been identified in our schools

87 elementary schools including 10 annexes
18 secondary schools
1 Vancouver Alternate Secondary School (VASS)
1  adult education school
1 distributed learning school (Vancouver Learning Network)

12 Community School Teams�



Vancouver Learning Network - Distance Education

Elementary Program: K – G. 7 
Secondary Program:      G. 8 – G. 12 

Contact Information: 
Address: 530 East 41st Avenue

Email:  vln@vsb.bc.ca
Phone:                 604-713-5520

mailto:vln@vsb.bc.ca


Elementary School 
Placement 

Based on age for 
2026 – 2027 School 

Year

Year of Birth  Placement  
  2021  Kindergarten
  2020  Grade 1
  2019  Grade 2
  2018  Grade 3
  2017  Grade 4
  2016  Grade 5
  2015  Grade 6
  2014  Grade 7



Secondary School 
Placement 

Based on age for 
2026 – 2027 
School Year

Year of Birth      Placement  

  2013     Grade 8
  2012     Grade 9
  2011     Grade 10
    2010                 Grade 11
    2009                   Grade 12 



Home Schools - 
Catchment



Family of Schools 
Example

Gladstone Secondary
Elementary Schools:

   George T. Cunningham
   John Norquay
   Lord Beaconsfield

   Lord Selkirk
   Lord Selkirk Annex
   Tyee



Your turn!  

Besides principals 
and teachers, who 
might you meet at 
your child’s school?

Put one idea in the 
chat bar. 

www.vsb.bc.ca



School Staff

• Principals

• Vice – Principals

• Secretaries/Administrative Assistant

• Receptionists

• Nurses

• Custodians/Engineer 



School Staff 

• Teachers
• ELL Teachers
• Resources Teachers/Learning Support 

Teachers
• Teacher Librarians
• SSA – Student Support Assistants 

supporting special need students and/or 
students who require extra support in 
classroom 

• Area Counsellors: Elementary – all grades
• Counsellors:          Secondary – by grades

www.vsb.bc.ca



School Staff

• Neighborhood Assistant – in some elementary 
schools (create and run programs for students and 
parents)

• Community Schools Team: 
• School Community Coordinator 
• Youth Workers

Create & run in-school and after-school 
programs for elementary and secondary 
schools

• VSB Safe and Caring Schools Department
• Safe and Caring School Supports (SSBs) 

• Vancouver School Liaison Officer Program
• School Liaisons Officers 

www.vsb.bc.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For presenters (FYI):

Link to VSB Safe and Caring Schools Department: https://www.vsb.bc.ca/safe-and-caring-schools


Link to VSB School Liaison Officer Program info: https://www.vsb.bc.ca/school-liaison-officer-program





School Staff 

• Psychologists – Perform educational/psychological 
testing and make recommendations to school for 
providing support to help your child’s learning

• Speech & Language Pathologists (SLP) – Perform 
speech & language assessment/testing and make 
recommendations to school for providing support to 
help your child’s learning

• Family and Youth Workers (FYW) – work with all 
students and parents that need support 

• Indigenous Education Enhancement Workers (IEEW) 
– work with Indigenous students and parents

www.vsb.bc.ca



School Staff
SACY workers – Supporting And Connecting 
Youth, Substance Use Prevention Initiative - 
working with students and parents 

www.vsb.bc.ca



School Staff
• Multicultural Liaison Workers (MCLW) – work with 

specific ethno-linguistic student and parent groups 
regarding school issues

• Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS) – work with 
newcomer students and families providing support 
for their settlement needs

• SWIS Youth Settlement Workers (YSW) - works with grades 
10 to 12 or 15 to 19 years old newcomer students in their 
personal development, leadership engagement and 
transitional plans



Newcomers

Government 
Resources

Community

Programs

Schools

What do Settlement Workers (SWIS) in 
Schools  do?

SWIS

www.vsb.bc.ca



How do our schools provide English 
Language Learning (ELL) Support?

• ELL programs may differ from school to school depending on student 
numbers or program design

• Some ELL programs have multi-levels, multi-ages, or multi-grades

• ELL teachers are involved in providing supports to ELL students

If English support is needed, it may be given as:
• small group focus work [outside of class]
• in-class support
• other variations depending on school/student needs
• English language learning classes (secondary schools)

• ELL support can help…
• promote a sense of pride and understanding of various cultures and 

languages
• provide a safe, nurturing learning environment
• develop social and academic language skills
• provide opportunities for social engagement with other ELL students

Newcomer Welcome Centre, VSB



Our world is changing 
and so is the way we 
learn.

As you watch the 
following video, think 
about this question:

What skills/values do 
your kids need to 
prepare them for life 
after graduation and to 
be productive citizens of 
society?

www.vsb.bc.ca



Rubik’s Cube: A Question Waiting to be Answered
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1K2jdjLhbo

www.vsb.bc.ca

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1K2jdjLhbo





Your Turn!

What skills/values do your kids need to 
prepare them for life after graduation 
and to be productive citizens of society?

Feel free to share one or two 
skills/values that you feel are 
important.  Write your idea in the chat 
bar.  We will debrief after the break! 

www.vsb.bc.ca



Coffee Break

www.vsb.bc.ca



Video Debrief…
What skills/values do 
your kids need to 
prepare them for life 
after graduation and 
to be productive 
citizens of society?

These Core Competencies are at the center of 
the curriculum in BC.  They are embedded within  
the learning standards and come into play when 
students are engaged in “doing” an area of 
learning.   
           Thinking 

• Creative Thinking 
• Critical Thinking
• Reflective Thinking

Communication
• Developing and transforming ideas
• Making connections
• Sharing ideas
• Expressing individuality

Personal and Social 
• Positive Personal/Cultural Identity
• Personal Awareness and Responsibility
• Social Awareness and Responsibility 

www.vsb.bc.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These three things are the foundation of our curriculum and the learning experiences of our students. 



How is learning in BC schools the 
same/different from schools in other 
countries?
Learning takes place in many ways:

 work done alone
 group or pair work in class
 activities completed outside of school-alone or with 

others
 field studies/field trips
 written work
 oral work
 hands-on activities
 play-individually or in groups
 reflective activities
 project-based activities

www.vsb.bc.ca
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Bell Schedule 
for Secondary 

School

www.vsb.bc.ca

Please note that 
secondary schools 
are on a semester 
system for 2026 -

2027.

SAMPLE Schedule  
May vary slightly from school to school.

Bell Schedule – 2026-2027

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FIT – Flexible Instructional Time



What is a 
PEN?

• Personal Education Number
• Nine-digit number assigned to each student 

when they enter the British Columbia education 
system

• Follows the student from Strong Start (if 
registered), through K-12 and post secondary 
education in BC. 

www.vsb.bc.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Personal Education Number

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/pen-services?keyword=Personal&keyword=Education&keyword=Number
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/pen-services?keyword=Personal&keyword=Education&keyword=Number


Reporting 
Progress and 

Marks 

• K – Grade 3 Written Summative Report 
   No Letter Grade

• Grade 4 – 9 Written Summative Report 
  No Letter Grade 
  (Letter Grade can be provided to 

 parents on request)

• Grade 10 – 12 Letter Grade and Percentage 

www.vsb.bc.ca



Your turn!  

When you get a report card, what’s the 
information you want to see?

You have one minute to think of your 
answer.  When the time is up, I will ask 
you to write your answer in the chat bar. 



Reporting on 
Student 

Progress
(CSL – 

Communicating 
Student Learning)

Communication on progress over the school year:
For elementary:

• Includes three report cards per school year (two 
written learning updates and one year-end written 
summary of learning). 

• Two informal learning updates (conferences or 
portfolio reviews with the option of a conference) 

For secondary:
• Includes two written learning updates (report cards) 

per semester (November and January; April and June)
• Two informal learning updates per semester (an 

interim in October and March and an optional 
family-student-teacher conference once per 
semester.) 

Check with your child’s school for specific reporting 
times and plan. 

Learning is continuous. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Purpose of the report card is to tell you how your child is doing and that learning is continuous.  We are not locking students into a category such as “F” or “C” or “A.”  
The new reporting order includes: 
-meaningful communication
-focus on proficiency
-self-assessment
lE replaces I and stands for “insufficient evidence of learning” (instead of the past meaning of “incomplete’).  



www.vsb.bc.ca

SAMPLE WRITTEN LEARNING UPDATE  (REPORT CARD)
K to Grade 9

Typically, for elementary students, parents 
receive the first formal written learning 

update(report card) sometime in December, the 
mid-year report in the spring, and the year-end 

report in June.  This can vary from school to 
school. Please check with your child’s school for 

the exact times. 
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/15188/elementary

Typically, for secondary students, there will be 
two formal written learning updates (report 
cards) per semester: November and January; 

April and June.
For year-long course timeline, please refer to the 

VSB website: 
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/5325/secondary

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/15188/elementary



https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/5325/secondary


Main VSB Page link on Assessment and Reporting:  https://www.vsb.bc.ca/assessment-and-reporting





https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/15188/elementary
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/5325/secondary


Student Proficiency Scale SAMPLE WRITTEN LEARNING UPDATE 
(Report Card)
K to Grade 9



Understanding CSL K-9 Proficiency Scale

www.vsb.bc.ca



First Page of the Sample Grade 10-12 Report Card

Student 
Details

Course Name, 
Dates, Teacher, 
Mark, and 
Comments

www.vsb.bc.ca



Pages Two and Three of Sample Grade 10 -12  Report Card 



In senior courses (grades 10-12), marks are added, a % (percentage) determined, and a 
letter grade given according to Ministry Educations Standards.

86 – 100% A Excellent

73 – 85% B Very Good

67 – 72% C+ Good

60 – 66% C Satisfactory

50 – 59% C- Weak

0 – 49% IE or F Insufficient Evidence of 
Learning or Failure

A student’s subjects, marks and absences are recorded on the 
Written Learning Update (Report Card).

www.vsb.bc.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Re "F" - Student has not demonstrated minimally acceptable learning in relation to the Learning Standards of the curriculum. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/k-12-student-reporting-policy-communicating-student-learning-guidelines.pdf
(See page 31 for information on marks)

Another resource for presenters:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/legislation-policy/legislation/schoollaw/e/m192_94.pdf 

Another resource for presenters:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/k-12-student-reporting-policy-presentation.pdf (slide 8)







My EdBC
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My EdBC
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/5037/myed-bc-student-family-portal

www.vsb.bc.ca
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To LEARN 
MORE

 Information about Vancouver schools

  www.vsb.bc.ca 

   - individual schools by name

   - district programs

   - regulations about:

   - violence = ZERO TOLERANCE

   - smoking, liquor, drugs, narcotics

   - bullying / harrassment / abusive 
behaviour to others

   - plagiarism and cheating

  Education in BC - curriculum 

  https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/

www.vsb.bc.ca

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/


Your Checklist
• School Records

• English speaking emergency contacts
• Update address and phone numbers
• Health care card number

• School Calendar
• Holidays
• Pro-D days
• District closure
• Collaborative days (secondary)
• Parent-Teacher conferences
• PAC meetings

www.vsb.bc.ca



Sick Leave, Vacations
• Safe Arrival Program (elementary)
• Parent and teachers signed note (secondary)
• Notify school in advance (long vacations affect students’ learning and English 

development)

Health & Safety
• Enough sleep 
• Layered clothing for weather
• Healthy breakfast, snacks, lunch
• Road safety – Crossing the street, drop off
• Pick up on time
• First aid at the office
• Earthquake, fire, & lock down drills
• Out of town emergency contact

www.vsb.bc.ca



EXAMPLE OF ATTENDANCE NOTE
•  Phone Master system – Secondary 

•  Attendance Note

Please excuse ________________________________
                               Last Name                       First Name

Grade________ from school on _________________
                                                                   Date(s)
My child was ________________________________
                                     (reason for absence)
___________________________________________

Signed:_____________mother__ father___guardian__

Telephone:______________Date:_________________
                (date note was written)

www.vsb.bc.ca



The picture can't be displayed.

Playground Expectations 
for Elementary Students

There is no supervision

before 8:40 am or after 3:20 pm

Conduct expectations:
• No play fighting
• No spitting
• No fighting or fighting back
• No bullying (physical or verbal, 

exclusion, put downs, name-
calling, gossiping)

www.vsb.bc.ca

Please ensure that you drop off and 
pick up your child during these 

supervised times.



Parent Support – 
Social Development

• Talk about feelings
• Model 

• Basic manners
• Take turns in play or conversations
• Greetings

• “Good morning.” “Good afternoon.” 
“Good night.”

• Ask before acting or taking
• “May I join you?”, “Can I play with you?”
• “Can I borrow your pencil?”

• Make friends
• Play dates
• Joint family functions

The picture can't be displayed.
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Positive Guidance
The picture can't be displayed.
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Parent Support - 
Interaction
• Physical Presence 

• live with your child
• play with your child
• talk with your child

• Learn English: role model
• Interaction

• home language
• positive comments

• Care about child’s school life
•  agenda, newsletter, inserts, flyers, forms
•  read with your child
• listen to child’s reading and discuss
• library visits – bilingual books available
• be a reader

The picture can't be displayed.

The picture can't be displayed.
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Parent Support – 
Extra-curricular 
Activities

The picture can't be displayed. The picture can't be displayed.

The picture can't be displayed.

• Be fully engaged and supportive of your child’s 
activities

• Homework clubs
• English instructions
• Group work and activities 

     (sport, band, acting, etc.)
• Student outdoor experiences 

     (beach, park, camping, etc.)
• Summer activities and summer school
• Vancouver Public Library 
• Community centre programs

www.vsb.bc.ca



Some Useful Resources for 
ELL Students

https://www.storybookscanada.ca/

https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/

https://www.storylineonline.net/

https://www.kiddle.co/

www.vsb.bc.ca
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Getting Started – 
School Supplies 
Checklist
Please check with your school and teachers to 
see what your child needs to bring to school.  BC 
schools will supply many of the basic in-class 
supplies for elementary and some for secondary, but 
your child may wish to bring a few items of their 
own. The following website provides some basic 
school supply lists for parents:

Good Housekeeping Website: The Easiest Back-to-
School Supplies Checklist from Kindergarten to 
College

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/
tips/a17427/school-shopping-lists/

 

www.vsb.bc.ca
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Thank you for 
joining us today. 

The picture can't be displayed.
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