
Communicating Student Learning (CSL) 
 

Moving from letter grades to Strengths-Based Language 
 
 
 
 
  

Why no more letter grades? 
 
Letter grades tend to foster a Fixed Mindset in 
students. 
 

“I always get a C+ in Math.”   
“I got a C in Science. I’m no good at it.” 

 
A letter grade on an assignment, test, or project 
does not give the student information about how 
to improve. 
 
Fostering a Growth Mindset in our Learners 
 

 Students with a Growth Mindset are much 
more likely to continue learning.  They see 
themselves as learners with potential. 

 Feedback for learning promotes a Growth 
Mindset.  Providing a student with feedback 
about what’s working and what to focus on 
next provides students with the tools they 
need to improve. 

 

Student Competency Scale – in relation to the grade level expectations  


