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April 27, 2015 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As a tax paying citizen and a student at the VSB Downtown Education Centre I would like to express my grave 

concerns regarding the proposed closing and or cuts to the VSB Down town adult education center. 

I am an educated professional who for medical reasons has had to make a career change as a mature adult. 

I am a client at a WorkBC office who has exhausted all of my El benefits and has taken advantage of many of the 

programs that they offer. WorkBC does not offer any basic computer classes, so the VSB Basic Computer Skills 

program is proving to be invaluable in assisting me to be prepared for when I get called in for future employment 

testing. 

To have an accessible dedicated structured program, with a dedicated professional to serve as a teacher and 

mentor is a tremendous benefit for many reasons. 

Firstly, I simply can't afford to pay for computer classes. 

Secondly, the structured curriculum, programs and in class environment create a very positive learning 

environment that greatly promotes learning and success. 

Thirdly, I understand that there will be millions of employment opportunities in the Lower Mainland in the next ten 

years. lithe City of Vancouver and the Province of B.C. hope to have a skilled workers to fill these roles it just 

makes sense to me to invest Canadian Taxpaying dollars into needy local citizens first, and then look at other viable 

options such as importing immigrant labor. 

I do understand that it is a matter of cost. I am at a loss to understand why the VSB, Province of B.C. and the 

Canadian Federal Government can't or won't work together to ensure the success of the people who are in such 

need. 

Within the various levels of government, I would be curious to know if anyone has explored and followed up on 

the great potential of various corporate sponsorship programs. Yes it might be an embarrassment for the various 

levels of government to seek funding through private sources, however program cuts are not about individuals 

who are employed and have the potential reach their full potential. 

Program cuts such as these affect good, hard-working people who really want to succeed and in turn invest back 

into Vancouver, B.C. and Canada. 

Who was it that said; "Never look down on someone unless you are helping them up."? 

Thank you for your time and serious consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Dunn 



B. Penelope Post 

April 2015 

To whom this may Concern: 

My name is Penelope Post I am a student at Vancouver School Board Adult Opening 

Learning Center on Powell Street, it was brought to my attention by a teacher that the 

Vancouver School Board will be locating this Center. And the funding for the low income 

students such as myself will be cut. 

In hearing that the School Board Committee are considering relocating or cutting funding 

for this center, I was very frustrated of this news for a lot of reasons however I strongly 

feel that it will cost more money if this relocation idea will not save money and will hurt 

not only the students that attend there on the full time or part time basics. The 

community that has benefit from having to opportunity to give the people in this area to 

get the education and a chance to get a job or to further their education to start feeling 

good about themselves perhaps giving back to the community. Without this opening 

learning centre it will not only discourage them to try to improve their skills that they 

may need to move ahead. But discourage them from trying to make difference in the 

community. 

I have tried to get into Vancouver Community to get my adult Education diploma, but got 

told that they didn't have a very long and difficult struggle. I have tried get my grade 12 

other ways mainly through home schooling and got little or any help when needed to 

explain things to understand more clearly to me to do the type of work I was doing at the 

time. I learned about the opening learning program through friend that was attending 

the Main Street before they had to relocate. Then I went to the Gathering Place met with 

David it was there it where it clear to all parties involved that it would be more assessable 

for me to go to Powell center. The reason that the Gathering Place was over loaded and 

space was very limited ad small. 



Which I started at the end of January 2015. I'm doing grade six Math and doing really 

well I am nearly finished the course. For the first time in a long time I feel that I've 

accomplish one of many gals which I had set for myself, I do realize that I still have work 

to do yet, Powell center has allowed me to start. To me now I have just gotten my foot in 

the door, but now the committee wants to close the door on not only me but others that 

want to make a difference in their lives and the community as a whole. If you take this 

away from us then the self-steam in the students will go down ended up back where they 

were, With nothing to really to look forward to do will have a bigger impact on a person 

life style than a person that has a well-paying job and have an reason to get up in the 

morning, than someone that has nothing or no place to go to and feel good about 

themselves. 

Reconsider your decision on relocating Powell Centre because the students need a place 

to go and learn new skills. Find work after they received the skills that they need to be off 

of Welfare all together. 

Thank you for your understanding and time. 

Yours Truly 

Penelope Post 
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To Whom It Concerns: 

I would like to express my concern for the recent disconcerting news of the closure of the adult 

continuing education center located at 105 Powell Street, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 

As Canadian citizens, it is rather apalling to learn that essential services are perpetually being cut in 

favor of greedy profit making. 

le: the soliciting of international students — 

paying much higher fees and thus being given priority over domestic tax paying Canadian citizens. 

Education pays — it does not cost... 

Please reconsider the closure of the Education Center — it would be very advantageous and beneficial 

for Canadian society. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION... 

Anonymous student at the learning center, 

April 27, 2015 
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To whom it may concern: 

My name is Arthur Trigg,lam 66 years young I have many health issues and to say I won,t be around for a 

long time is a understatement.) used to sit at home,watching television feeling sorry for myself and 

getting sicker and sicker by the minute.By chance I discovered this school less than two blocks from my 

home I deceided to check it out,' applied,and i now attend a computer and a math class I am enjoying 

myself so much that I dont have any time to feel sorry for myself and believe it or not my health has 

actualy improved.My kidney function has gone from 29% to 47% which meane for me not having to be 

hooked to a machine for up to 4 hours The news of this school closing grives me a lot I dont know what 

Im going to do after June Traveling is hard on my heart and lunges lye had heartattacts in the past 

breathing is difficult if I could be granted one wish it would be to get a high school graduation which was 

attainable up until I heard the news of the closure I hope you can be openminded and let people like me 

have hope that another nsoultion. 

Arthur Trigg, 

April 27, 2015 
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To whom it may concern. 

Down east education center has had major roles within my personal life. It has allowed me to progress 

through high school but as well as providing me with a brighter future. I feel the need that by closing 

down the school it would shatter majority of the student's dreams. It would ruin my dreams of ever 

achieving somewhere in life. I want to be able to provide for my family but as well have a future job. By 

cutting this school you are putting a stumbling block for me not to accomplish anything. On top of that I 

feel that we are not looked at as human beings but instead we are just looked at as numbers for you to 

graph. To me that is just rather cruel & unhuman. Some of the people that have lived in this country for 

nearly twenty years or more have had to pay taxes to the government just to provide education to the 

general public. But those people you are within this school that you are trying to cut. So than what may 

the point be into paying those taxes if they are the ones that are cutting off & not allowed to achieve a 

better education. This is going to be difficult for future students who cannot make a living. The very sad 

aspect is we are told to get a better education to make a living but rather forget in the process of how; 

we tend to cut off people just to reach that level of power. In fact we are literally killing just to make a 

living but as well as decaying. So I ask you kindly please reconsider about closing the school & remember 

we are just only humans not numbers. 

Thank you 

Sincerely , Shirwan Mohammad. 
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Vancouver School Board 

1580 W Broadway Vancouver BC 

April 27, 2015 

To whom it may concern, 

These days, the BC Government has decided to limit the VSB's activities. I think it 
is awful, and this decision will influence my professional life effectively. 

I am a physician. I moved in Vancouver about six months ago. I immigrated here 
as a skilled worker. I really need to improve my English academically because I 
hope to work as a physician in the future. 

I have attended courses in the VSB for about five months. I could review my 
previous English knowledge and I could also upgrade my vocabulary and grammar 
very efficiently. They teach effectively and academically, so I am able to develop 
my English skills. I am getting my confidence, and so the VSB has helped my 
motivation a lot. 

I have explored through the Internet but I have not found any other courses, like 
the VSB offers. The VSB courses are academic, sociable, and friendly. I am not 
able to find any substitution for them. 

All in all, I believe Canada has a multicultural society and people need to improve 

their English language skills properly. In my opinion, the VSB is the best, but 

when the VSB's activities are limited, all the people lose. 
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