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Version 3 
 
My name is Susan Duffy. I am the parent of 2 children who 
attend Annie B Jamieson Elementary School, and are avid 
members of the strings program representing the hopes of 
more than 280 children who participate there. It is the largest 
strings program in Canada in either elementary or high 
school. 
 
I know you have decisions to make, difficult decisions.  
 
You have had the courtesy to listen to many people 
concerned about many factors in order to balance your 
budget by the end of April. 
 

Zero Point One-Two Percent. Yes, 0.12% 
 
This is the figure we are talking about. A relatively 
inconsequential sum in your budget for a program that 
delivers so much value to our children.  
 
A relatively insignificant amount of money which would be 
saved - yet it would create incalculable damage.   
 
I had two speeches prepared for tonight. One focused on the 
value that learning to play music brings, in the way it 
enlightens the mind and opens it to critical thinking skills and 
more – but you all know that.  
 
There is little more I can bring to your attention above the 
numerous studies that have shown the benefit of musical 
skills to a child’s capacity and desire to learn. 
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And so, I want to bring your attention to other reasons why 
you should dig deep to find a way to maintain the strings and 
band programs. 
 
There are many parents in this room, and we all try to instill 
values in our children, but we also know it is at times 
hypocritical.  
 
We all know that, if as adults, we lived by the values we try 
to teach our children, then the world would be a far better 
place. “Think of Others” “Play Nice” “Work as a Team” the 
list goes on.  
 
Why do adults not always live by these simple yet powerful 
rules? Because we never truly learnt them. We were taught 
the theory but not the practice. 
 
Bands and orchestras are the only places where our children 
can truly live and learn these simple rules.  
 
The family unit is too insular.  
 
Sports - well yes, they talk about teamwork, but the reality is 
they also encourage the individual, the superstar … but the 
child who is not quite so capable has a chance to come in 
last or to be blamed for losing the game – all in their own 
ways valuable lessons yes, but they do NOT necessarily 
teach the heady values of sharing and co-operation, of 
sacrificing oneself for the greater good. 
 
Bands and orchestra’s are quite the exception.  
 
THE GREAT LEVELER.  
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The child who has private lessons and has played since a 
toddler, the virtuoso is asked to play violin 3. “But why” they 
ask “when I’m the best in the class?”  
 
Because it is for the greater good. Because the team as a 
whole will sound better when we all play our part, big or 
small. Because we all need a chance to shine.  
 
The child who never gets a private lesson plays a lead 
supported by those whom individually may be better. Isn’t 
this how we want to teach our future adults to treat others?  
 
PAUSE 
 
We know the reason we are even having these decisions to 
make lies with funding from the provincial government.  
 
We have taken the time to read your reports but time is 
something we do not have today. We know you do not want 
to make this cut. 
 
Jamieson PAC pledges their support to the VSB in your 
petitioning the provincial government, but we need time. 
 
In the past week we have gathered over 1000 signatures of 
support … imagine how many more we could get if we had 
more time. 
 
Oscar Wilde said “a cynic is a man who knows the price of 
everything, but the value of nothing”.  
 
Calling upon his incisive wisdom, I IMPLORE you to 
reconsider. 0.12% is an insignificant price relative to your 
budget, but cutting the band and strings program destroys 
an enormous amount of value  - it’s hard not to be cynical.  
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Is this how this board which has fought so hard for funding 
over the past years wants to be remembered?  
 
For those of you who may not run for re-election this year or 
those who do but are not be re-elected … IS THIS to be 
your permanent record? Will you be the ones to explain to 
friends, neighbours, grandchildren why Vancouver is bereft 
of musical culture and education within our elementary 
schools.  
 
Will you explain why the ability to play a musical instrument 
has become the exclusive privilege of the elite? And all for 
0.12%. 
 
I am here this evening to urge you to SAVE the Strings and 
Band Programs, not just at Jamieson but also at the other 51 
elementary schools in the district. These programs bring 
children from all over the city to schools like Jamieson.  
 
They even, and I know this is something we all like to hear, 
bring children out of private schools and into the public 
system, and in many cases I personally know of, keep 
parents from sending their children to private schools. 
 
In your own email reply to me you told us about how the 
Premier - when she was Education Minister - entirely ignored 
you and 14,000 other parents who had joined you.  
 
We are not able to effect change at the Provincial level in the 
time frame we have been given. However, we will willingly 
and gladly work with you to petition the Province. 
 



	

5	
	

On behalf of the Jamieson Elementary PAC I guarantee our 
full support – PLEASE retain the program long enough for us 
to help you find a more permanent solution. 
 
In the short term you do indeed have options. We know most 
teachers are simply amazing, dedicated, industrious and 
conscientious.  
 
However, there is a problem - employee absenteeism. 
 
The Federal Government, facing this very same issue is 
looking at replacing sick days with a short-term disability 
plan. Is this a viable option for you to look at?   
 
Please ensure those very few who exert this enormous cost 
are aware of the impact this has on the children’s programs. 
 
Ultimately though, today’s decision rests in your hands, and 
I urge you to restrain yourselves from harming our children 
and less financially advantaged families in this process.   
 
Retain the value you have built in our school system.  
 
Retain equal access to these important string and band 
programs. 
 
Retain these programs - not for those who can afford private 
instruction or private school but for the majority who would 
never, EVER, in their childhood come close to having a 
music lesson and being exposed to all the wonderful 
qualities a band or strings program brings to a child’s life. 
 
Retain the best way there is to teach our children the values 
of cooperation, sharing, and coming together for the greater 
good. 
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Please preserve our strings and band programs. 
 
And it will only cost you 0.12% to do it.  
 
In our family we would NEVER had had this kind of exposure 
to music – likely stumbling along with weekly piano lessons 
and struggling to have kids practice with any level of 
commitment … my eldest daughter chooses to go to school 
for 8am every morning and plays with one of the most 
dedicated teachers EVER. 
 
In the words of my passionate violin playing daughter – 
SAVE THE STRINGS … DUMP THE MATH!! 






























































