
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

The existing University Hill Secondary School site 
will be redeveloped when the new University Hill 
Secondary is completed at the National Research 
Council building.  The existing secondary school 
will be converted into a new elementary school to 
accommodate students from Kindergarten to Grade 8.  

The design concept envisions two school Learning 
Communities within the school facility,  Kindergarten 
through Grade 5 will be housed in one wing, while 
a second wing will house Grades 6-8.  The core of 
the school will house the administration, library, gym, 
multi-purpose space and Student Commons area.

Key design features include adaptable learning spaces 
for large and small groupings, flexible group assembly 
space, central Student Commons area, and clustered 
Learning Communities.

School Conversion, Expansion and Partial Replacement

SCHOOL FACTS

Working Capacity:  707 K - 7 student spaces and 
150 Grade 8 student spaces
Grades:  K - 8
Total Gross Area: 8,643 sq. meters

Project Status - Jan 2011: Design Development
Design Firm/Lead Architects: Graham Hoffart 
Mathiasen Architects

Architectural Style: Contemporary
Vancouver Heritage Registry Designation:  n/a
Commonwealth Heritage Score:  n/a

UBC Elementary at Acadia Road
2896 Acadia Road, Vancouver, BC, V6T 1S2

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

The replacement school building is a three storey 
structure organized into clustered Learning 
Communities. Each Community is comprised of 
various classroom studios that are connected by 
glass overhead doors opening into a shared Student 
Commons area.  The Student Commons are flexible 
spaces that can be used for project based learning, 
direct instruction, small group work, student 
presentations and informal student dining.  

Kindergarten and Early Learning spaces are located 
on the ground floor.  The main floor contains several 
Learning Communities for primary grades, library, 
gym, performing arts area, multi-purpose area, as 
well as administration and staff areas.  The second 
floor contains additional Learning Communities for 
intermediate and senior grades.  

 Replacement

SCHOOL FACTS

Working Capacity:   582 student spaces
Grades:  K - 7
Total Gross Area: 5,044 sq. meters

Current Project Status: Completed Sept 2013
Design Firm/Lead Architects: Colborne Architect 
Group

Architectural Style: Contemporary
Vancouver Heritage Registry Designation: n/a
Commonwealth Heritage Score: n/a

Sir James Douglas Elementary
7550 Victoria Drive, Vancouver, BC, V5P 3Z7


